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On the doings of the Unregene- 
rate. 


[The following paper was written 
by an aged and venerable divine, 
whose praise is in all the church- 
es, and whose writings have in- 
structed many. It was the ap- 
plication of severalSermons. ‘lo 
shew the reader how the subject 
wasintroduced tothose who deard, 
the text and heads of enquiry are 
inserted. } Ep. 


LvKE Kili. 24. 


Strive to enter in at the strait 
gale: for many, I say unto you, 
will seek to enter in, and shall not 
be able. 


ROM the earnest exhorta- 
tion, and alarming premo- 
nition, here given by our Sav- 
iour, three questions were pro- 
posed, and have been discussed. 
What is to be understood, by 
entering in at the strait gate ? 
Iiow are sinners r- quired to 
strive, in order to this ? and, 
Why many shall: not be able, 
who will seek to enter in ? 
It now only remains, that we 
make the application, Here, 
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I. We are hence naturally led 
to inquire, what objection can 
be made, against exhorting or 
directing sinners to be in the use 
of any outward means of saving 
grace while unregenerate. 

Giving such directions and ex- 
hortations, hasalways heretofore 
been so universally customary, 
that many may think the pro- 
priety of it too indisputable to 
need any proof, or even so much 
as being mentioned. But now 
of late it is disputed, by some 
respectable divines, whether dis- 
putable or not. The warranta- 
bleness of it has been seriously 
called in question, both from the 
pulpit and from the press, by 
some worthy and faithful preach- 
ers. It scems to have become 
necessary, therefore, to vindicate 
it against their objections, if it 
can be fairly vindicated. 

It is insisted that no answer 





should be given to the all impor- 
tant inquiry of sinners, “ What 
shall we do to’be saved?” except, 
‘Believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ ;” or, “ Repent, and be- 
‘lieve the gospel.” And that 
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nothing short of thus entering , any means of grace, or even 
in at the strait gate, will insure | to pray, till after they are true 
their salvation, is readily grant-| penitents. Indeed, from this 
ed: but that no striving is neces- | text itself, I apprehend, the cop. 
saryin order to this,or that no ex- | trary may rather be concluded, 
ternals of religion are to be direc- | From the very doubtful encour. 
ted to, asthe meansof repentance | agement given Simon to hope 
andfaith,may not thence follow. | for pardoning mercy in answer 
Nor do I know of any other | to his prayer, it seems natural 
medium of proof, by which it | to think that Peter expected he 
has been made evident to my | would pray in his present condi- 
satisfactiqn, that directing to the | tion, that of an impenitent sin- 
use of a such meaus must be | ner. For had he first repented, 
wrong. his heart being right in the sight 
The only text of scripture | of God, the apostle might have 
that I recollect to have seen or | assured him of forgiveness; with- 
heard, alleged, as even,an im- | oul an if, a may be, or any per 
plicit, positive ground of this | haps. 
ny scruple, is in the viii. Chapter of It is said however, that we 
- ! Acts. Where we are told of one | have no scripture example or 
i Simon, a famous sorcerer, who, | precept, for directing sinners to 
when he saw the apostles con- | seek pardoning mercy, by any 
‘ ferred miraculous gifts by lay- | other means than repentance, 
haa , ing on of their hands, offered | and faith in the blood of Christ. 
: them money, saying, “ Give me But to this it may be answer- 
ha ! also this power, that on whomso- | ed, there are many directions gi- 
| ever I lay hands, he may receive | ven by express divine command, 
the Holy Ghost.” Upon which | both in the old and new Testa- 
Peter said to him, “ Thy money | ment, to the use of external 
7 perish with thee, because thou | means, with and by sinners, in 
hast thought that the gift of | order to their being brought to 
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Rh God may be purchased with | repentance, and a belief of the 
bad money. Thou hast neither part | truth. Several of these have 


nor Jot in this matter ; for thy | been mentioned in the preced- 

thy heart is not right in the sight of | ing discourse. ‘To this end, they 

Mm God. Repent, therefore, of this | are directed to consider their 

thy wickeducss, and pray God. if | ways, to hear instruction, to 

| perhaps the thought of thine heart | scarch the scriptures, and to seek 
may be forgiven thee.” the Lord. 

These words, as they stand, We are told, nevertheless, 
doubtless intimate, what we are | that it was always required and 
abundantly elsewhere taught, | meant, that these external du- 

that repentance must precede | tics to which they were directed, 
remission of sins; but the cir- | should be done ia sincerity, wilh 

cumstance that repentance is | a good heart, and in faith. 
mentioned belore praycr in one We answer to this; that god- 
single instance, on so singular | ly sincerity in every action, 13 
{ieee a un occasion, can surely be no always required of all men, must 
sin very strong proof, that sinners | undoubtedly be true ; nor is this 
ure not to be directed to use! near the whole truth. It is al- 
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ways required of every rational 
creature, to do all things with a 
perfectly good heart, and to be 
perfect in every good work. 
But it was never meant that men 
should do nothing till they had 
a perfect heart; or that sinners 
should wait till a new heart was 
given them before they did any 
thing. It is to be observed, that 
the forementioned things were 
directed to be done, as the means 
of repentance and faith ; and 
that, when God had declared his 
purpose to take away the stoney 
heart out of his impenitent peo- 
ple, and give them a heart of 
flesh, he said, “I will yet for 
this be enquired of by the house 
of Israel, to do it for them.” 
That is, by the same rebellious 
people who had this heart. The 
impenitent workers of iniquity, 
were also called upon to consid- 
er their ways, that they might 
be brought to repent of their 
sins; and unbelievers were di- 
rected to search the scriptures, 
that they might be led to believe 
in Christ. Is it to be thought 
that the ends proposed must be 
obtained, before the prescribed 
means were to be used ? That 
the stoney heart must be taken 
out of sinners, before they might 
enquire of the Lord to do it for 
them ? That they must sincere- 
ly repent of their sins before 
they should consider their ways ? 
That those by whom Jesus was 
despised and rejected as an im- 
postor, must receive him as their 
Saviour, before they should 
search the scriptures, to get con- 
vinced of his being the promised 
Messiah, therein foretold and 
described ? Or are we to think 
that sinners must be renewed in 
the spirit of their mind, before 
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ing to the knowledge of their 
need of redeeming grace? Any 
thing so preposterous, as that the 
necessary means of conversion, 
are to be used by those only, 
who are already converted, sure- 
ly is not to be supposed the in- 
tention of scripture given by in- 
spiration of God. 

But the grand objection re- 
mains to be considered. It is 
said, 

All the doings of the unregen- 
erate are altogether sinful: to 
direct them to seek God, or to 
be in the use of the means of 
grace, while in their present con- 
dition, must therefore be direct- 
ing them to sin. 

This is thought plain and full 
demonstration. But in reply to 
it, we may observe, in the first 
place, that it is too strong; that 
if it proved the point intended, 
it would evidently prove too 
much, 

According to it, the unregene- 
rate must not be directed to do 
justly, show mercy, or ever to 
speak the truth. And not only 
so, but they should be directed 
not to do any of these things ; 
and never to pray, nor go to 
meeting, nor read their Bibles 
at home; for it is certainly right 
to direct men not to commit in- 
iquity, as well as wrong to give 
them directions to sin. Yea, 
according to this way of reason- 
ing, even the regenerate must 
not be directed to do any of the 
common duties of religion, or of 
morality between man and man, 
but preachers, if any might 
preach, should direct them to 
the contrary: for good men, as 

we are plainly taught, are sin- 
fully imperfect, in their best per- 
formances. 





they may use any meaus of com- 


There must certainly be some 
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fiaw in an argument, which, if 
sound, would necessarily prove 
so much. A sentiment, which, 
inevitably 
lead us so far, must certainly be 


if followed, would 


false. 


But where shall we find the 
weak place? Can we discover 
the fallacy ? The m»jor propo- 
sition, that all the coings of the | 
unregenerate are altogether sin- , 
ful, is often denied: but this, it 
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appears to me exceedingly evi- | 
dent, cannot be disputed, con- | 


sistently with scripture. 


any other. 


he directs him to plow. 


it ever so understood. 


the servant should ask 


If any | 
part of the argumeut can be de- 
nied, I think it must be the con- 
sequence : andthis it may beseen 
will not follow, by only making 
an obvious distinction: a distinc- 
tion between directing persons to 
do right things, and directing to 
do them in a wrong manner, 
though they cannot do them in 
This distinction we 
make every day, without any 
difficulty, in other matters.— 
“The plowing of the wicked is |. 
sin; yet a man need not direct 
his wicked servant to sin, when 
The 
wicked heart, with which the 
servant plows, may be no part 
of the master’s direction ; nor is 
Suppose 
him, 





Would you have me sin in| 


plowing? He ought certainly 


toanswer, No. 





{ Ave, 


When the direction to be giv. 
en respects the manner of doing 
things, or the principle of action, 
or the disposition of the agent; 
no one should ever be directed 
to any thing short of sinless per- 
fection; whether an imperfectly 
sanctified saint, or a totally de- 
praved sinner. But when we 
direct to the performance of ex. 
ternal actions, any one may 
warrontably be directed to do, 
“ whatsoever things are honest, 
whatsoever things are just;” 
and to a constant attendance 
on those ordinances of religion 
which are adapted to one in his 
condition, let him be ever so 
imperfectly sanctified, or even 
totally depraved. Such are the 
plain directions, exhortations, 
and commands, in the Holy 
Scriptures. And to such things 
as these, the unregenerate are 
evidently excited, when under 
the awakening influence of the 
Holy Spirit. 

This last, it is presumed, will 
not be denied by our good 
brethren, who say, they dare 
not give thei any such direc- 
tions. For when we object, 
that telling sinners thus, wher 
under awakenings, will have a 
tendency to make them afraid 
to pray, if not to hear or read 
the word of God, their answer 
sometimes is, when the Spirit 1s 


But if the ques- | striving with persons, you Cal 


tion should be, Would you have | not make them neglect these 
me plow, while I cannot doit! externals of religion, say what 


Without sinning? doubtless it | you will. 
might well be answered, Yes. | 3 
These are plainly dierent ques- 
tions: and unless they might be 
answered differently, in the case 
before us, no one in this fallen 
world, could be directed to do 
any thing, without being direct- 


ed to sin. 





But if so, why should 
not the ambassadors of Christ 
be workers together with God, 
at such a time; in promoting 
the salvation of sinners? Can it 
be right for Unem to counteract 
his gracious operation on their 
hearts, because he is stronget 
than they, and will effect his 
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whole good pleasure, whatever 
can be said by them ? 

But another puzzling question 
is asked on the other side, if it 
can be called another. It is 
said, the whole duty which God 
requires of men, is comprehend- 
edinlove. When this is wholly 
wanting, no real duty can be 
done; but of this, the unregen- 
erate are totally destitute; and 
can it be right to direct to the 
doing of things, which, when 
done, are no real duties ? 

We answer as before ; for it is 
the same objection, only in dif- 
ferent words: The things direct- 
ed to are commanded duties; 
and the essential deficiency in 
the manner of their perform- 
ance, need no more be directed 
by ministers, than it is com- 
manded of God. Many exter- 
nal things are required of the 
unregenerate, in the law and 
gospel, notwithstanding they 
have not that love in them, on 
which hang all the law and the 
prophets. These they certainlv 
ought to do, and may warranta- 
bly be so directed, this notwith- 
standing. Men may have real 
duties incumbent on them, when 
they cannot be such, as done by 
them, by reason of the total un- 
holiness of their hearts. Our be- 
ing under obligation to any du- 
ties, certainly does not depend 
upon our having a dutiful dispo- 
sition, though our doing them as 
duties, certainly does. 

It was doubtless the duty of 
God’s rebellious impenitent peo- 
ple, during their captivity in 
Babylon, to mourn for their 
sins, and to humble themselves 
by fasting ; and so they were di- 
rected by the true prophets: but 
yet the Holy One of Israel said 

to them, as we read, Zech. vii. 





5, “ When ye mourned and fast- 
ed in the fifth and seventh 
month, even those seventy 
years, did ye at all fast unto me, 
even to me?” It is the duty of 
all men, whether they eat, or 
drink, or whatever they do, to 
do all to the glory of God; yet 
it is the duty of those who can- 
not do any thing thus, not to 
starve themselves, and not to 
neglect ail the externals of mo- 
rality. 

Iu former times, when the dif- 
erence between natural and mor- 
al inability in poiut of excusing 
wasnot understood, or not admit- 
ted, it used to be supposed, that 
ouly the externals of religion and 
righteousness were required of 
men, while of that carnal mind 
which is not subject to the law of 
God, neither can be. Hence, to 
these only,the unregenerate were 
exhorted or directed. Whereas 
now, in consequence of that dis- 
tinction, and of its being believed 
that the unregenerate would be 
able to obey the gospel, in sin- 
cerity ; and even to be perfect, 
as the original law of the Lord 
requires; some seem to consider 
them as being under no inability 
at all; and hence treat them as 
if the question, whether there 
was any thing for them to do, 
previous to repentance and faith, 
were altogether superfluous and 
needless; because of their be- 
ing as able immediately to re- 
pent and believe to the saving 
of the soul, as to do any thing 
else. These opposite extremes, 
it appears to me, are alike un- 
scriptural and irrational. Since 
they are unable to love God, or 
to repent and believe the gospel, 
only by reason of an evil heart, 
or the want of a willing mind, 
there is no less propriety in com- 
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ananding and exhorting them to 
do these, than to do any exter- 
nal duties. Nevertheless, since 
it is as really impossible for 
thein to comply with the inter- 
nal requisitions of the law or 
gospel, in their present condi- 
tion, as for them to get the faith 
of miracles, so that they could 
remove mountains, though in 
the former case, the impossibili- 
ty is their own fault : Since they 
cannot love God, or believe ip 
Christ, till born of the Spirit; 
whether there are not duties in- 
cumbent upon them, which can 
be done by them before a new 
heart is given them, and which 
may be the means of their sal- 
vation, in my opinion, is a perti- 
nent and an important question, 
and one which ought to have an 
explicit answer. 

Still, against answering this 
question, explicitly or implicit- 
ly, in the affirmative, it is ob- 
jected, that giving any direc- 
tions to sinners, respecting what 
they shall do to be saved, which 
they may follow, and yet fail of 
salvation, cannot be right, and 
must be dangerous. That 
should a minister direct his un- 
converted hearers, to do all the 
external duties required of 
them, and any of them should 
do these ever so exactly, but 
never repent truly, and there- 
fore perish, never believe in 
Christ, and therefore die in 
their sins, their blood would be 
required at the walchman’s 
hand. 

But why so? When the an- 
gels, after leading Lot ont of 
Sodom, said to him, “ Escape 
for thy life; look not behind 
thee, neither stay thou in all the 
plain: escape to the mountain, 
iest thou be consumed ;” if Lot 
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had set out as directed, but the 
storm of fire and brimstone had 
overtaken him by the Way, 
would the angels have been ap. 
swerable for his unhappy fate? 
Or when the best medicines 
have been prescribed for healing 
the sick, and have been taken, 
if any of thei die, is the phy- 
sician guilty of murdering thein? 
That no means for escaping 
evils can with propriety or safe. 


| ty be directed to, except such 


as will infallibly prove effectual, 
if used, no one ever thinks in 
other cases; and why should 
it be any more thought in this 
case. 

This objection, it may be ob- 
served, like the foregoing, is 
grounded on the supposition, 
that if we direct the unregen- 
erate to any external duties, 
they must he directed to do 
them in an unregenerate man- 
ner. That if men are directed 
to the use of any means of 
grace, while in a state of nature, 
they must be directed to use 
them as they are naturally dis- 
posed ; that is, from merely sell- 
ish molives, and with self-right- 
eous views and expectations. 

On this supposition only, cat 
it appear to be of any force.— 
Directing sinners to the exter- 
nals of religion, as if these alone 
would secure their salvation, is 
doubtless wrong, and of very 
dangerous tendency. But not 
so, when they are directed to 
these only as the steps leading 
to the mountain, and are told 
not to look behind them, nor 
stay in all the plain: when we 
direct them to pray, and read 
and hear the word, only as the 
means of repentance and faith; 
and tell them never to think 
themselves out of danger, Ul! 
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they have thus entered in at the 
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First, according to the scrip- 


strait gale of the kingdom of tures, it is very certain and ob- 
grace; till they have taken 


sanctuary ia the gospel city of 
refuge: the only hiding place 
from the wind, and covert from 
the tempest; the only ark of 
safety from the deluge of the 
wrath to come. 

The forementioned distinc- 
tion, between directing the un- 
regenerate to extcrnal duties, 
and directing to do them in an 
undutiful manner, though they 
will not, neither indeed can. do 
them in any other, as far as I 
can see, will fully and fairly ob- 
viate all further objections, 
which have come to my know- 
ledge, as well as the two last 
that have been noticed. If this 
obvious truth were well kept in 
mind, that we may direct sin- 
ners to do evident dulies incum- 
bent on them, notwithstanding 
they will certainly sin in doing 
them, without directing them to 
sin, in my apprehension, it 
would free the subject of giving 
directions to unregenerate do- 
ings, from all the supposed diffi- 
culties in which it has been in- 
volved. 

II. What has been said, will 
lead us to consider, what encou- 
ragement there is for the use of 
any means of salvation, in the 
case of unregenerale sinners. 

This is a question respecting 
which, in my opinion, there is 
need of cautiously’ guarding 
against mistakes, both on the 
right hand and on the left. It 
has doubtless been the most 
common, aud, I apprehend, is 
not the least dangerous, to err 
on the side of encouraging and 
being encouraged too much, or 
on improper gounds. ‘To guard 
against this, L observe, 


| 
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vious, that the uuregenerate 
should not be encouraged to a 
diligent use of any means of 
grace, or to any external duties, 
under a notion that they will 
thus render themselves at al} 
more worthy, or less unworthy, 
of pardoning mercy, or of re- 
newing or assisting grace. 

This expectation they are 
ever apt to entertain, and their 
teachers have often comforted 
and animated them with this 
hope. In our most admired old 
sermon books, nothing is more 
common than to meet with such 
soothing addresses. When sin- 
ners, laboring and heavy laden 
under convictions, were sup- 
posed to complain that the gos- 
pel terms of salvation were too 
high for them ; that they could 
not repent, nor believe as is re- 
quired in order to pardon and 
peace with God, we find it said 
to them to this purpose; “ Do 
what you can, and grace will be 
given to do what now you can- 
not.” 

‘* Faith is the gift of God: 
taking away the sloney heart, 
and giving a heart of flesh, a 
feeling coutrite heart, is his 
work alone. But he will be in- 
quired of to do it. You can 
pray ; you can read his word; 
you can hear instruction, watch- 
ing daily at the gates of wis- 
dom, waiting at the posts of her 
doors. You can cease to do 
evil, and learn to do well, exter- 
nally. Do your part, and God 
will not fail to do his.” As if 
doing the best that sinners can, 
with such hearts as they have, 





were their part, their whole pre- 
isentduty. These pious authors. 
| seem to have supposed, that the 



























































inability of sinners to love God, 
or truly to believe the gospel, 
was owing to weakness or blind- 
ness of the understanding, and 
not radically to depravity of 
heart. And hence it appeared 
to them, that if they did their 
external duty, as well as they 
could, since nothing more was in 
their power, it would certainly 





eous God. And were their ina- 
bility of this kind, reason would 


think this representation of the 


is hard to conceive. 
to it, righteousness unto life 
would come by the law, and if 
so, as the apostle to the Gala- 
tians observes, “ Then Christ is 
dead in vain.” And nothing 

| can be more plainly contrary to 
Hie what we are expressly taught in 
| REP many passages of the New Test- 
CT Ber ae ament; particularly Rom. viii. 
yt | 7, 8. “ The carnal mind is en- 
. | ) mity against God: for it is not 
: 1 subject to the law of God, nei- 
ther indeed can be. So then, 
} they that are in the flesh can- 
not please God.” Nor can any 





sive of the declared scope and | 
intention of the gospel ministry, 
than this flattering doctrine and 
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It is directly to assist them in 
‘going about to establish their 
|own righteousness which is of 
the law ; andto keep them from 
submitting to the righteousness 
of God, for which Christ is the 
end of the law, to every oue 


| that believeth. 


Secondly, Sinners cannot war- 





we Te thing be more evidently subver- | 
| ; } 


raptably be encouraged to a dil- 


be accepted of a just and right-, igent use of the outward means 


of grace, or atlendance on ex. 
ternal dutics with the hope of 


so teach; but how they could | thereby becoming entitled to a- 
“ny promise of mercy to sancti- 
case consistent with scripture, it | fy, or grace to help. 


According | 


Regeneration, and all antece- 
dent influence of the Holy Spir- 
it, iu a preparatory law work, 
are unpromised blessings, as well 
as unmerited. In_ regard to 
these, God hath mercy on whom 
he will have mercy ; holding 
himself at liberty in his word, 
to leave whom he will to hard- 
ness, impenitence and perdition. 
So the apostle to the Romans 
writes : and to the Corinthians, 
of Christ he says, “ All the 
promises are in him yea, and in 
him Amen, to the glory of God:” 
implying that it could not be con- 
sistent with God’s glory to give 
any promises to sinners while 
oul of Christ. Also to the E- 
phesians, he represents those 





TA TG it ea mode of address. See 2d Cor. 
Mt x. 4, 5. “ For the weapons of 
| our warfare are not carnal, but | 
mighty through God to the, 
pulling down of strong holds; | 
casting down imaginations, and 
every high thing which exalteth 
itself against the knowledge of 
God, and bringing into captivily 
| | every thought to the obedience 
rly of Christ.” Its manifest ten- 
AD ee dency is, to make sinners think 
eee: themselves the whole, who have 











who are without Christ, as be- 
ing aliens from the common- 
wealth of Israel, and strangers 
from the covenants of promise. 
All unbelievers, all impenitent 
sinners, all whose hearts are not 
right in the sight of God, we are 
abundantly taught, have no part 
nor lot in any promises of the 
gospel. 

Thirdly, The unregenerate 
cznnot warrantably be encow- 
aged to strive to exter in at the 


no need of the great physician. strait gate, by a serious attention 
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to religion, with an assurance 
that if after all they should 
not be saved, their sin will 
thence be less, and their con- 
demnation lighter. 

The apostle Paul speaks of 
ihe gospel, as being to some, 
“The savour of death unto 
death,” and the apostle Peter 
writes of them who had been 
attentive to the word of truth, 
and reformed by it, whose latter 
eud was worse than the begin- 
ning. These were such, indeed, 
as had turned again like the dog 
to his vomit, and the sow that 
was washed to her wallowing in 
the mire. But no sinners while 
unregenerate, and out of Christ, 
can have any certainty that 
they shall not be left thus to a- 
postatize : and if this should 
not be the case ; if they should 
continue awakened and reform- 
ed, possibly their always inward- 
ly resisting the Holy Ghost, and 
their native enmity against 
God, stirred up and strengthen- 
ed under convictions, may ex- 
ceed in Criminality the open 
neglects, and more Dumerous ex- 
ternal transgressions, of such as 
remain secure and Careless, in 
ignorance and sin. 

We will now turn to the affir- 
mative side. Notwithstanding 
the unregenerate cannot please 
God, nor become entitled to any 
promise of mercy to pardon, or 
grace to help, by their supposed 
best doings : and notwithstand- 
ig. if they should spend all they 
lave--all their time and strength 
in secking the recovery of spir- 
dual health, they may be noth- 
ug better but rather grow 
‘orse ; yet there is certainly 
hope in their case : and just 
round of encouragement, to he 

Vor. VE. No. 8: 











in the diligent use of means, or- 
dained unto life. 

They may warrantably be 
told, that it is God’s ordinary 
way to work by means, in effec- 
ting the spiritual salvation of 
men, from beginning to end, no 
less than in healing their bodily 
sicknesses, or in providing their 
daily food: and that heuce 
there is much the same reason 
to hope, when appointed means 
are used, and the same necessi- 
ty for the use of them, in this 
case asin any others. Thus we 
are taught, Rom. x. 13—17. 
** For whosoever shall call upon 
the name of the Lo-d shall be 
saved. How then shall they 
call on him in whom they have 
not believed ? and how shall 
they believe in him of whom 
they have not heard ?—So then 
faith cometh by hearing.” See 
likewise 2 Tim. ii. 15. “ In 
meekness instructing those that 
oppose themselves ; if God per- 
adventure will give them repen- 
tance, tothe acknowledging of 
the truth.” This may well en- 
courage the hearer of the word, 
no less than the preacher. 

There is only a peradventure, 
it is true, of the conversion of 
any, whether open opposers of 
the gospel, or merely inward 
unbelievers, and let what means 
will be used with them, or by 
them. When Paul has planted, 
and Apollos watered, it is God 
that giveth the increase. And 
this, in particular instances, he 
hath not promised. But thus 
it is also, in regard to la- 
boring for the meat which per- 
isheth ; and in all temporal 
matters. The blessing of the 
Lord maketh rich ; and on the 
hleccing of God, his unpromised 
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Liessing, every one is depend- 
ent for daily bread. “ The 
husbandman ploweth in hope :” 
not that he always pleases 
God ; his plowing is often sin. 
Not that he hos any express | 
promise, or absolute certainly | 
of acrop. But itis a proverb | 
ef Solomon, “ He Uhat tillcth | 
his tand shail be satisfied with | 
bread.” And another, “ The | 
s!uggard will net plow by reasou | 

| 

| 





of the cold; therefore shail he 
beg in horvest, and have noth- 
ing.” ‘These proverbs, the hus- | 
bandman may have read or 
heard; or if not, he sees the 
cbservations commonly verified: 
and hence, unless a sluggard, he 
will plow and sow, notw ithstand- 
ing the cold and other causes, 
by which he may fail of reaping 
the fruit of his labors. And 
if it be thought that the diligent 
labors of the husbandiman for 
his subsistence, are more univer- 
sally successful, then the means 
of grace prove effectual to sal- 
vation, when used in the man- 
ner of awakened, unregenerate 
sinners, yel we see many hope- 
ful instances of the latter. But 
on the other hand, it is doubtless 
quite as certain that these who 
psy no attention in this their 
day, to the things which belong 
to their peace, will not be saved, 
as that the sluggard who does 
ict plow in seed time, will have 
notiiug to reap in the time of 
harvest. 

‘The unregenerate may also 
he told, that as natural a con- 
nexion is discoverable between 
the use of means, and the salva- 
tion of sinners, in most parts of 
effectual calling, as between 
second causes and their effects, 
in any of the common works of 
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providence. That the iustitu- 
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ted means of grace, are as ey. 
dentiy instrumental of the first 
awakening of sinuers, of their 
progressive Convictions, and of 
their aclive conversion, as meajis 
ever are many Case. And that 
although In their regeneration. 
ov fire quickening from spiritual 
death, er second creation after 
God in righteousness and trye 
holiness, bO Means Can have any 
proper efficacy ; yet even this 
is by the word and prayer, as 
much as dry boves could hare 
been raised into an army of liy- 
ing men, as represented in the 
vision of Ezekiel, by the proph- 
el’s calling upen them to hear 
the word of the Lord, and by 
his crying aloud to the four 
winds to come and breathe upon 
them. And as much as any 
supernatural works were ever 
actually wrought by men, and 
by their making use of means. 
That is, the raising to newness 
of life, those dead in sin, is ef- 
fected by the immediate power 
of God, in consequence of using 
the appointed means of grace, 
and rarely, if ever, while no 
means have been used. Heuce 
the apostle James might say, 
speaking of the Father of lights, 
“Of his own will begat he us 
with the word of truth.” 

Let not the unregenerate, 
then, negicct the outward and 
ordinary means of grace, because 
it is said by some able and goot 
divines, they dare not direct 
any to be in the use of them, 
while in their condition. Not 
let it be thought quite certain, 
that those preachers themselves, 
really believe what they say: 
Not that I would suppose ther 
professed scruple a mere pre 
tence: but it may be only 
dark speculation in their mets 
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physical heads, which is not be-| raise up Solomon and Josiah in 


lieved by them in the bottom 
of their hearts. They rejoice 
and exull in it as much as oth- 
ers, if at any lime the unregen- 
rate flock to their meetings, 
and appear eager to hear them. 
They are as ready as their breth- 
yen, to circulate and read narra- 
tives of such atlentions in other 
places. 


} 
| 
| 


They are as forward as | 
any to become members of so- | 


cicties, and to promote subscrip- | 
tions for sending Bibles and mis- | 
sionaries to the heathen: and to, 
ihe poor in new plantations, ma- , 


ny of whom are doubtless sup- 
posed to be unconverted. Do 
these things look as if they 
really thought il very wrong, to 
put the unregenerate upon hear- 
ing or reading the word of God, 
or paying any attention to re- 
ligion ? 
— oto 


The Faithfulness of Godin ful- 
filling his promises to his peo- 
ple. 


OD has always had a peo- 

ple in the world whom he 

has set apart for himself, and 
upon whom he has bestowed 
great and distinguishing favors. 
And it appears, from the history 
of his conduct in his word, that 
he commonly: promised good 
things to his people, before he 
actually gave them. 


for his ruined posterity, four | 


thousand years before he sent 
his Son into the world. He 
promised to distinguish the seed 
of Abraham, wibh great and pe- 
culiar favors, four hundred years 
before he formed them into a 
nation and planted them in the 
pleasant land. He promised to 





He prom- | 
ised Adam to provide a Saviour | 





| 


} 


| 
} 
' 
' 





mercy to Israel, long before thev 
came to the throne. When he 
sent his people captives into 
Babylon, he promised to bring 
them back again in seventy 
years. The Old Testament 
abounds with promises, which 
God made to his peculiar people 
long before he fulfilled them. 
And it appears from the New- 
Testament, that God has made 
many precious promises to Chris- 
tians, which are fuljilling, and 
will continue to be fulfilling un- 
til the end of time. But besides 
these general promises of good, 
God has made particular prom- 
ises of good to every true be- 
liever or sincere Christian. As 
soon aS any person embraces 
the gospel, God promises to car- 
ry on a work of grace in his 
heart, to assist him in duty, to 
protect him from danger, and to 
conduct him to his heavenly 
kingdom. Ina word, the prom- 
ises of God to his people run 
through the whole Bible, from 
begining to end, and some of 
the most important of them, 
still remain to be fulfilled. 

It is worthy of inquiry, why 
God promises to bestow good 
upon his people, before he be- 
stows it. There is certainly 
room for this inquiry, because 
He is under no obligation to his 
people, to promise them any 
good, which he intends to be- 
stow in some future time. And 
we find he does continually be- 
stow many favors upon thein, 
which he never expressly prom- 
ised. He might have deter 
mined to bestow all the blessings 
which he ever has, and ever will 
bestow upon his people, without 
giving them a sing!e promise oi 
good before haud. But we find. 
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that it has been his usnal way, 
from age to age, to promise great 
and extraordinary favors to his 
people, Jong before he meant to 
put them into the possession of 
the good things, which he gave 
ihem ground to expect. But 
why has God taken this way to 
deal with his people ? Several 
very good reasons may be as- 
signed for this mode of the di- 
vine conduct. 

1. God promises good to his 
people, before he bestows it, to 
make them more sensible, that 
the good they receive, comes 
from his hand. Saints as weil 
as sinners are naturally disposed, 
to ascribe the good they enjoy 
to their own exertions, or to the 
exertion of their fellow crea- 
dures, or to the mere course of 
nature, and so to overlook the 
hand of God, in giving them 
every good and perfect gilt. But 
when God promises them cer- 
tain privileges, favors, or bless- 
ings of either a temporal or 
spiritual nature ; he sets his seal 
upon them, and marks them for 
hisown. His people are obli- 
ged to see and feel, that they 
come from the counsel, the hand 
and heart of the Supreme Dis- 
poser of all events. And though 
many inferior and subordinate 
agents have been concerned in 
procuring the blessings they en- 
Joy; yet they are primarily and 
supremely indebted to God for 
the good they have received. 
It was the promise which God 
made and repeated so often to | 
Abraham and to his seed, which 
constrained Joshua and his peo- 
ple to know in all their hearts 
and souls, that their arrival in 
Canaan, thew triumph over their 
enemies, their religious privi- 
leges, and their outward pros- | 
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perity, were the gifts of God 
which he had long before pledg. 
ed his veracity to bestow.— 
When they came to reflect yp. 
on their rich and distinguishine 
blessings, they found they had 
been described, predicted, and 
promised long before, by him 
who alone was able to bestcy 
them. The case was the same, 
when God raised up Sclomon to 
give them universal peace; 
when he raised up Josiah to 
purge them from their idolatry, 
and when he raised up Cyrus, to 
release them from their lorg and 
distressing captivity. Many of 
the good things, which God 
promised his people of old, 
were of such a nature, that he 
could not bestow them, without 
the instrumentality of whole na- 
tions and kingdoms. The E- 
gyptians, the seven nations of 
Canaan, the Babylonians, the 
Persians, and the Romans were 
all employed as agents, in ful- 
filling the promises of good, 
which God made to his own pe- 
culiar people. And when his 
promises were fulf:‘led, his peo- 
ple could Jook back, and trace 
his counsel, his wisdom, his 
power, his sovereignty, and lis 
faithfulness through the whoic. 
And this great advantage results 
from God's promises in all cases. 
They make it appear that the 
good prouised and conferred, 
comes from God, and not fom 
any inierter or subordinate 
cause. When all God’s design: 
and promises are consummated 
at the last day, it will appear to 
the whole intelligent creation, 
that it was owing to the dive 
agency and faithfulness that any 
ef mankind reached the heaven- 
ty Canaan, and were prepared 
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for the everlasting enjoyments 
of heaven. 

2. God holds up promises of 
good to his people, before he be- 
stows it upon them, to animate 
and encourage them to do their 
part, to bring the promises of 
good to pass. God usually em- 
ploys his people as instruments 
of promoting the good, which he 
has designed and promised to 
give them. We know that he} 
employed Abraham and _his| 





posterity, as active instruments | 


of obtaining the land of prom- 
ise. Abraham spent his life in 
preparing the way for the ac- 
complishment of the promises 
made to him. So did Isaac 
and Jacob, and the sons of Ja- 
cob, and their numerous posteri- 
ty in Egypt. Afterwards Mo- 
ses and Aaron, Caleb and Josh- 
ua, and the whole people of Is- 
rael, spent forty years in fight- 
ing their way through hosts of 
enemies to their promised inher- 
itance. It was the promise 
made to their fathers, that fired 
their breasts with courage, reso- 
lution, and zeal, to perform their 
part for the attainment of the 
good they had in view. They 
never would have displayed so 
yauch valor, fortitude, and activ- 
ity as they did, if they had not 


been inspired with a lively trust | 


in the faithfulness of God, to be- 
stow upon them the rich bless- 
ings of Canaan, which be had 
so often promised to bestow.— 
And the promises of God under 
the gospel have the same ani- 
mating influence upon Chris- 
tians, to work out their salvation 
with fear and trembling, and to 
be stedfast and unmoveable, al- 
ways abounding in the work of 
the Lord, knowing that their la- 


bor shall not be ia vain in the 
Lord. 

5. God holds up the promise 
of good to his people, not only 
to animate their exertions, but 
to comfort and support them un- 
der all their sufferings. Many 
are the afflictions of the right- 
eous. Good men are called to 
suffer, as well as to act for God. 
And the people of God are al- 
ways more or less subjected to 
sufferings, on account of their 
being his people, and espousing 
his cause, in the face of an op- 
posing and frowning world-— 
What severe trials were Abra- 
ham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and 
Joseph called to endure! How 
long did their posterity labor, 
and suffer, and groan in the 
house of bondage! What acom- 
plication of evils and calamities 
fell upon them through their 
long and distressing journey 
from Egypt to Canaan! They 
had nothing but the promise of 
God to console and support them 
through the dreary wilderness. 





And ail those who refused to re- 
ceive comfort from this source, 
fainted and perished by the way. 
It was by faith in the divine 
promise that the ancient patr? 
archs, cheerfully and patiently 
endured the dreadful evils and 
fiery trials, which are painted 
in such lively colors in the 
eleventh of Hebrews. By faith 
Abraham left his native country, 
and sojourned in a strange land, 
aud by faith he offered up Isaac. 
By faith Moses refused to be 
called the son of Pharaoh’s 
daughter, esteeming the re- 
proach of Christ greater riches 
than the treasures in Egypt: 
for he had respect to the recom- 
| pense of reward. Through faith, 
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the pious patriarchs lived, suf- 
fered, and died in peace. They 
beheld the promises afar off and 
embraced them, which support- 
ed them under the severest tri- 
als and tortures, which the ene- 
mies of all righteousness could 
inflict upon them. It is still 
true, that those who will live 
godly iin Christ Jesus, shall suf- 
fer more cr Iess in his cause. 
God knows with how much trib- 
ulation his people must enter in- 
to his kingdom. and he has gra- 


temporal, spiritual, and eternal 
good to their trying and suffer- 
ing state. He gives them 
ground, in their darkest hours, 
to believe, thai light is sown for 
} them, and will spring up at the 
1 best time, for their comfort and 
; consolation. [Lis promises lay a 
golid toundation for them to live 
by that faith which overcomes 
the world, and which is the sub- 
stance of things hoped for and 
the evidence of things not seen. 
He has promised never to leave 
nor forsake them, and this is 
suited to give them full confi- 
dence, that he will bring them 
out of all their troubles and af- 
HEL Mi flictions, purified and prepared 


| for the good he has promised to | 
tel Tebeaiey them that love him. | 


It wasa 
Jively and constant trust in his 
Father's faithfulness to give him 
the joy, which he had promised 
to give him, that supported and 
enabled Christ to endure all the 
reproach and pains of the cross. 

And it is fer the sake of support- 

ing and comforting his people in 
all their trials and tribulations, 

| that God has promised before 
HP y hand the good he intends to be- 
4 stow upon them. How often 
would his children faint under 
they heavy burdeus and aillic- 
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ciously adapted his promises of 





[ Ave. 


tions, if it were not for the slip. 
port which they derive from the 
precious promises of God. 

4. There is another zood rea. 
son why God promises good to 
his people before he bestows jt 
| upon them, and that is to make 
them sensible of his peculiar 
|lovetothem. He causes his ep. 
|emies to share largely in the 
bounties of his providence, and 
‘often gives them as much as 
| heart can wish of the good things 
of this life. But he never prom- 
‘ises to bestow any good upon 
them, as a token of his peculiar 
favor. What he gives them, he 
gives as a sovereign, and as an 
expression of iis mere benevo- 
lence tothe evil and unthankiul. 
But the good which he promises 
to his people, he promises as a 
token of his peculiar love to 
them. He loved Abrahain as 
his friend, and theretore prom- 
ised to grant him rich and sigual 
| favors, as a token of his love to 
him. ‘The same is true of all 
the promises, which he makes 
to his people. And it is this 
design in his promises, which 
gives his people a peculiar sense 
of the divine love in their re- 
ception of divine benefits. The 
good they receive in conse- 
| quence of a divine promise, un- 

spexkably heightens the value 
of it. A sense of God’s love in 
giving afiords them a far higher 
enjoyment, than the good given, 
| Besides, the longer they wait, 
and the more evil they endure, 
before the promised good is be- 
stowed, the better they are pre- 
pared to receive and enjoy it. 
| Long desired and long expected 
| favors are much more esteemed, 
than those which come without 
any ardent desires and painful 
fears. Pain gives a value to 
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ease, sickness to health, and ad- 


versity to prosperity. Dy prom- | 


ising good long before he be- | 
stows it, God tries the faith, and | 
hope, and patience of his people, | 
and thereby prepares thei to | 


receive the good he has prom- | 


ised, with peculiar satisfaction, 
joy, and gratitude. All the 
evils, aud dangers, and hopes, 
and fears, which Israel expe- 
rienced in the wilderness, had a 
direct Lendency to increase their 
joy and happiness in the land of 
promise. This God knew would 
be the happy effect ef his prom- | 
ising so long before hand the 
good which he intended to be- 
stow upon them. And this is. 
the wise and benevolent end he | 


| 
always has in view, in promising | 


good to his people, before he | 
puts them into the enjoyment of 
it. ‘[hus we see good reasons 
why God promises before hand 


the blessings, which he means to | 


bestow upon his people. 

Ilaving shown why God 
makes promises of good to his 
people before it is bestowed, it 
may not be improper to reflect 
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to his people ; and therefore he 
made them of choice, or mere- 
ly because he was willing to be- 
stow the good he promised. 
Had he been constrained, as his 
creatures often are, to make dis- 
agreeable promiscs, there might 
be a doubt, whether he would 
certainly fulfilthem. But since 
he made all his promises of 
choice, and was really willing to 
bestow the good which he pro- 
mised, there is not the least 
ground to doubt, whether he 
will eventually bestow any prom- 
ised blessing upon his people. 
He often told his people in for- 
mer ages, that it was owing to 
his peculiar love to them, that 
he made tiem his people, and 
that he had engaged to dislin- 
_guish them from the rest of the 
world by his peculiar favors. 
And the same love that prompt- 
ed him to make any promise of 
good to his people, must be a 
constant prevailing motive to 
fufil his promises. If his love 
docs not cease, his faithfulness 
will not fail But his leve to 
his people is unchangeable and 


on the reasons for believing that | everlasting,and therefore he will 
ne willeertainly fulfil these pro- certainly bestow upon them ev- 


mises. God has given his people | 
clear and convincing evidence 
of his faithfulvess from age to 
age. so that they have hnownhe 
has never failed to do them all | 
the good which he has promised. | 


ery favor and blessing, which he 
has ever promised and given 
| them ground to expect. 

2. We may be assured, that 
God will certainly fulfil his pro- 
mises to his people, because he 


‘This is a strong, presumptive ev- | has promised nothing but what 


idence, that he will always ful- 
fil his promises. Besides, there 
are several strong reasons to be- 
lieve, that he will certainly ful- 
fil all his promises, which re- 
main to be fulfilled. 

\. Lle has never promised any 
thing. but what he was willing 
to fulfil. He was under no ob- 
ligation to make any promises 





he is able to perferm. It is 
truc, he has promised to do ex- 
ceeding great and difficult 
things. He promised to do great 
things for Israel, and such as no 
creatcd power could effect. He 
promised to take them out of 
the hands of one powerlul na- 
tion, and to put other powerful 
nations into their hands. . And 
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in order to bring about these e- 
Bi Lda he vents, it was necessary for God 
38 | to work wonders, and to do such 
things as his people were ready 
to think could not be done. But 
he was able to do all the great 
and astonishing things, which he 
had promised to do, and never 
failed in a single particular. It 
looks, indeed, still more difficult 
for God to fulfil some of his 
promises, which remain to be 
accomplished in faver of his 
people. He has promised to 
restrain the power and influence 
of Satan, to enlighten, to reform, 
and to subdue the hearts of all 
nations, and to spread holiness 
and happiness through the whole 
world. It seems next to impos- 
sible, that such great natural and 
moral changes should be effect- 
An ed, when there are so many 
great natural and moral obsta- 
cles, that lie in the way and 
must be surmounted. But God 
PR, is able to do every thing. He 
| can turn obstacles into instru- 
| | ments to fulfil his promises. And 
since he is abundantly able, as 
well as willing, to fulfil his prom- 
Lae eel ises, his people may rest satis- 
ee {Uti fied, that they will be faithfully 
y and punctually fulfilled. Espe- 
cially, if thev consider, 
3. That God has promised 
nothing, but what his own glory 
' requires him to bestow. It is 
his glory to do good, and to do 
as much good as possible. ‘The 
greater his promises are, the 
| greater will be his glory in ful- 
filling them. He displayed great 
glory in fulfilling his promises to 
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob and 
ali the children of Israel. And 
eet he can display much greater 
glory, by fulfilling his much 
greater promises to his people, 
which remain to be accomplish- 
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ed both in this world and in the 
world to come. He will not 
therefore, be slack, as men count 
slackness,in fulfilling his promis. 
es. He ia infinitely more zeal. 
ously engaged to promote the 
good of his people and the inter. 
ests of his kingdom here on earth. 
than mankind are to promote 
their own personal good. And 
since his power, pleasure, and 
glory unitedly require him to be- 
stow all the good upon his peo. 
ple, that he has promised, it is 
morally impossible that his 
faithfulness should fail. The 
preceding observations suggest 
the following remarks— 

1, Since God has made prom- 
ises of good to his people and 
has been constantly fulfilling 
them, he has been, and still is 
giving increasing evidence of the 
truth and beauty of the Bible. 
Those who have doubted of the 
divine inspiration of the scrip- 
tures, have acknowledged, that 
if the accomplishment of the 
promises and predictions therein 
contained, can be made evident, 
then they would allow the Bible 
must be the word of God. And 
it seems that this evidence must 
be completely satisfactory. Now 
it certainly appears from what 
has beensaid, that the Bible con- 
tains promises, which God has 
made to his people and that he 
has constantly been fulfilling 
them. ‘This appears to be true 
of the great promise made to 
Abraham in particular. He did 
promise, and he did give him 
numerous posterity. According 
to his promise, he did protect 
and deliver them. He did also 
plant them in the land of Ca- 
naan. He did raise up from a- 
mong them Jesus of Nazareth 
the Saviour of the world. He 
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has made the blessing of Abra- , ever had, or has now a peculiar i 
ham come upon the Gentiles. | people in the world. This some iy | 
This is confirmed by sacred his- | have doubted ; and they have a 

tory and by profane. Other | published their doubts. And 






promises and predictions have 
been fulfilled and are fulfilling all 
over the world. Now is it con- 
ceivable, that any man should 
foretell and promise so many 
things without divine inspira- 
tion? The fulfilment of divine 
promises, which are recorded in 
the Bible, is a constant and un- 
ceasing evidence of its divine 
origin and authority. 

2. From what has been said 
it appears extremely absurd for 


this many still profess to doubt. 
But if God has made promises 
to his peculiar people, and been 
continually fulfilling them ; and 
in fulfilling them has been gov- 
erning the whole world in refer- 
ence to them—it is absurd for a- 
ny still to think, or say, God has 
no peculiar people. He has 
said and done as much as he 
could, to make it appear that he 
has a peculiar people, whom he 
means to favor and bless in time 
























any to doubt whether God has | and eteraily. 















4t a Meeting of the General Association of Connecticut, at Water 
town the third Tuesday in June, A. D. 1813. 





(Concluded from page 264.) 





The Committee, “ of correspondence on the subject of pre- 
venting the intemperate use of ardent spirits,’ made a report 
which was accepted as follows : 






The Committee of enquiry and correspondence on the subject of the in- 
temperate use of ardent sfitrits afifointed by the General Association 3 
at their last session submit the following report : 


‘THE recommendations of the General Asscciation, onthe subject of the 
intemperate use of ardent spirits, have been followed with apparent and 
salutary consequences. ‘hey have been cordially seconded by most of | 
‘he district Associations ; and ardent spirits have been almost uniformly : 
«xcluded from ail ecclesiastical meetings. Ministers, to a considerable X 
extent, have preached on the subject of intemperance, and in many Cases , 
with manifest and good effects ; the churches liave generally approved of 
‘he design, and the attention of sober thinking peopie has been turned to 
‘he alarming prevalence of intemperance, and other vices which threaten 
‘lie welfare of our country. “Uhese recommendations have opened the 
door to those who have long “sighed and cried for the abominations” ' 
which are practised among us, and were only waiting a favorable oppor 
‘unity to put forth their cnergies more publicly, for the ——— cf 
-ice 3 they have invigorated some who deplored the evils which afitict us 
mit had not resolution openly to stem the torrent of licentiousness ; ane 
ey have aroused to action others who would sincerely deprecate the 
prevalence of intemperance and itskindred vices, but were inscusible of 
vur danger ; they have produced a powerful impulse on the public mind, 
ind given a spring to the energiesof the virtuous part of the community, 
while they have excited far tess opposition than mighthave been ratien+ 
ally expected. 


Vor. VEL NO. && . Qo 
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Your Committee know not that the measures of the General Association 
have produced reformation in any confirmed drunkards ; yet they have 
greatly diminished the use of ardent spirits in the social circles of sober 
people, in private families, and have thus shut a bread avenue to temp. 
tation ; they have so far turned the tide of public opmion against hard- 
drinkers, that farmers and manufacturers have. found it practicable to 
procure laborers, and carry on their business, without the use of ardent 
<virits ; some who had entered on the way to ruin, but who still retained 
some regard to character, have been arrested in their progress ; and 
many, who, in all probability, would have been enticed and overcome, 
have been prevented from commencing this downward course. 

We notice, with gratitude and pleasure, that the legislature of the state 
have deeply felt the evil and the danger resulting from the prevalence of 
intemperance, and have passed a law which is admirably calculated to 
promote the desires of the General Association ; and also that men of the 
first character, of different professions and denominations in the state, 
have formed a society for the promotion of good morals, and that tlie 
virtuous in different parts of the state are beginning to rally around tite 
standard which they have erected. We mention also, with peculiar satis- 
faction, that the hands of the General Association are greatly strengthen. 

ed by the exertions of their brethren in different parts of the Union. The 
several ecclesiastical bodies with which the General Association is eon- 
nected are making vigorous and weil directed efforts against the com- 
mon enemy. A society has been formed in the state ef Massachusetts 
for the suppression of intemperance and its kindred vices, which promises 
inuch. 

The »xperience cf one year furnishes lucid evidence that nothing is 
impossible to faith ; that the * Lord’s hand is not shortened that it cannot 
save, nor his car heavy that it cannot hear ;” that when his people begin 
to awake toa sense of their duty, he will bless their humble endeavors, 
and exceed their most sanguine hopes ; and that if we perish our destruc- 
tion will be owing to our own unbelief, despondency and sloth. 

Much however remains yet to be done. We have but just entered the 
field ; and though we have been successful in the first onset, yet if our 
success be not followed up with spirit and perseverance, we may yet be 
driven back with disgrace, and our condition rendered more hopeless by 
defeat. 

itis therefore most earnestly recommended, that ministers continue to 
preach occasinnally cn the subject of intemperance, as circumstances 
mav require ; that churches keep up a brotherly watch and efficient dis- 
Cipline with special regard to this vice ; and that all sober citizens ass0- 
ciate for the suppression cf every species of immorality and the promo- 
tion of good morals. It is further recommended, that a Committee of in- 
vestigation and correspondence, on the subject of morals generally, and es- 
peciaily on the observation of the Christian Sabbath, be appointed, who 
shall report to the next session of the General Association. 

‘The providence of God marks the present as a favorable, perhaps the 
onty period of making a successful stand against the torrent of imquity, 
which threatens to sweep away our dearest institutions and to overw elm 
eur country in ruin. Our own vices have become glaring, and the machi- 
nations of the enemies of our peace, which have been long undermining 
the foundations of our social happiness and the hopes of our posterity, 
have become apparent, and the thinking part of the community perceive 
their menacing effects ; the judgments of heaven are descending upon us 
in quick succession and increasing severity ; the people begin to feel that 
these are indeed the visitations of a holy God for our sins, and that the on- 
iv hope of tlicir removal or mitigation is in a speedy repentance and refor- 
mation. If these circumstances and this opportunity be not improved, 
we shall probably sink into a state of increased stupidity, and God will 
stud upon us judicial obduracy and irrevocably seal the destruction of our 





Aon Os 


fond 


i, gp Of? WH 








= FF SP ee 


) ee ee 


1818. ] Minutes of the General Association. 299 


country. The stream of our prosperity will have passed away, to know 
no reflux, till the light of millennial glory shall cover the earth. We may 
observe, on the other hand, for our encouragement, that while the enemy 
is coming in like a flood, the Spirit of the Lord is lifting up a standard 
against him ; that he is remarkably pap and succeeding all the efforts 
of his people to promote happiness, and advance the Redecmer’s king- 
dom. Under hisbanner, one may chase a thousand, and five may put 
ten thousand to flight. The violence of the struggles of the great aciver- 
sary are the sure harbinger of his speedy defeat and bondage. We may 
therefore be animated with the hope that the battle wiil be short ; that 
the great Conqueror will soon appear, and bring forth jucgment unto 
victory. 

Now therefore is the time to rally round the institutions of our fore-ta~ 
thers, to build up the breaches, to fortify the walls, and strengthen the 
standards. 


Per order of the Committee, 
LYMAN BEECHER, Chairman. 


Voted, That the Rev. Messrs. Lyman Beecher, Abel M’Ewen, 
Roswel R. Swan, Thomas Robbins, and Aaron Dutton be a Com- 
mittee of investigation and correspondence, on the subject of 
morals generally, and especially on the observation of the Chris- 
tian Sabbath ; and that they make report to the General Associa- 
tion, at their next session. 

Upon the report of a Committee appointed “ to consider the 
subject submitted to the General Association, relative to the ex- 
pediency of requiring persons to study Divinity a definite time, 
previous to their being examined for license,” the following pre- 
amble and vote were passed : 


The General Association, feeling the importance of uniformity 
in the Churches, the necessity of some general rule on the subject, 
and also the importance of Students in Theology beivg under the 
care of some particular Association,— 

Voted, To recommend to the respective Associations in the 
State, that they express to this Body, at their next annual meet- 
ing, their opinions relative to the time, during which it is expe- 
dient for persons to be employed in the study of Theology, pre- 
vious to their examination for licence to preach the gospel ; and 
also relative to their being under the care of some particular As- 
sociation, whose recommendation shall be necessary to qualify 
them for license by any other Association belonging to this Body. 

The Committe, appointed “to prepare a summary account of 


the state of religion, &c.” made a report, which was accepted as 
follows : 


The Committee, appointed to report concerning the state of religion in 
this State and the Churches in connection with us—beg leave to re- 
fort,— : 
Tuat from the accounts given by each Association it appears, that 

Hartford North Association contains 19 churches, 4 of which are vacant’; 

that the churches are harmonious in doctrine, no new errors having i 

terrupted their peace ; that meetings for special prayer are usually holden 

weekly ; and that in several places, especially in East Hartford ai¥l 
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West Suffield, there are happy indications of special divine influence. 

The Association of Harttord South reported, that they consist of 14 
churches, all in peace ; that they have no revivals of religion; and that 
they have to lament the flagrant violation of the Sabbath, by the travei- 
ling both for amusement and business through their bounds. 

"Phe Association of New Haven West reported, that they consist of 29 
churches, 3 of which are vacant ; thatthe state of religion generally js a: 
present low, —— they have to record with great gratitude to God the 
commencement of an attention to religion among the Students in Yale Cu}. 
lege, which still continues, and some special divine influence in severa! 
churches besides ; that the good effects of former revivals are still mani- 
fest ; and that there seems to be an increased disposition among the people 
and civil magistrates to resist the violation of the Christian Sabbath. 

The Association of New Haven Kast reported, that they consist of 13 
churches 2 of which are vacant ; and one !ong desolate has been lately 
supplied with a pastor, and is blessed with some special influence of the 
Holy Spirit. Generally they have no revivals, though the state of morals 
3s better than in former years, in consequence of past effusions of the 
Holy Spirit. Especially there is an increasing disposition to resist the sin 
of intemperance and the violation of the Christian Sabbath. 

The Association of Fairfield West reported, that they consist of 16 
churches 4 of which are vacant ; that the pubiic worsliip of God on the 
Sabbath is generally weil attended ; that a missionary spirit has mani- 
tested itself with happy effects upon the churches ; that numerous fe- 
male charitable associations have been tormed for the education of poor 
and pious youth for the ministry ; that they have been annoyed by the 
sin of intemperance and the prophanation of the Sabbath ; and that the 
public mind is beginning to array itself against these sins. In several 
places, there are appearances of a begun work of the Holy Spirit in the 
conversion of sinners to God ; and the prosperity of several churches has 
— ot ine advanced by the establishment of funds for the support of 
the gaspel. 

Tne Association of Fairfield East reported, that they consist of 13 
churches 5 of which are vacant ; that there has been in their bounds the 
past year some attention to religion in several congregations ; that one of 
the churches is endangered by hurtful errors not checked in season by a 
firm and vigilant discipline. 

The Association of New London reported 15 churches, 2 vacancies ; 
tat although they have no revivals of religion, there is within their bounds 
an increased disposition to attend the public worship of God on the Sab- 
bath ; that vacant churches, which have been long desolate, are reviving 
and beginning to provide for themselves the enjoyment of gospel ordi- 


_ mances ; that intemperance and the violation of the Sabbath have beet 


opposed with good effects ; and that the vacant churches acknowlecged 
that they had been encouraged and benefited by the special attention ¢t 
the ministers of the Association in visiting among them. 

The delegates from the Middlesex Association reported, that they con- 
sist of 16 churches ; that the public worship of God on the Sabbath is geu- 
erally well attended in their limits ; that there is in one place an appeat- 
ance of a begun work of the Holy Spirit; that mectings for secial pret 
er are often held ; and that, except one or two difficult cases of disci- 
pline, the churches enjoy quietness. 

The delegates from the Association of Tolland reported, that they con- 
sist of 15 churches ; that religion has greatly declined in all of them ; ane 
that the Association had recommended it to the churches to keep @ spe 
cial fast on that account. Several of their vacant churches are howevet 
arising from the dust, and are preparing, itis belicved, again to enjoy 

spel ordinances, 

The delegates from Windham Original Association reported, that 
though there be in their limits a generat declension of religion, aud a” 
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alarming prophanation of the holy Sabbath, by travelling and labor, there 
are recently more favorable appearances, particularly in the increased 
attention to meetings for social prayer, and the increased religious enter- 
prise of the pastors of the churches to promote a revival of religion. Th 
state that in Killingiey there has been the past year a revival of religion. 

The Association of Litchfield North reported, that they consist of 19 
churches of which 2 are vacant ; that there have been recently fewer 
breaches of the Sabbath than had been common before ; and that there 
had been a manifest diminution of the quantity of ardent spirits consum- 
ed, and less appearance of intemperance ; that pleasing revivals of reli- 
gion have taken place in Kent, New Hartford, Canton and Torringford ; 
aud that in several other places there have been desirable tokens of the 
divine special presence 

The delegates from the Association of Litchfield South reported, that 
they Consist of 15 churches 3 of which ave vacant ; that they are pecul- 
iarly harmonious as to the doctrines and ep oy of the gespel ; that 
they have been favored with special tokens of the divine favor in revivals 
of religion, particularly in South Britain, Southbury, Plymouth and Litch- 
field ; that the itinerations of the pastors in the churches within their 
limits, and their attention to remote villages and destitute neighborhoods, 
have apparently been crowned with signal success, 

From the General Assembly of the Presbyterian church, we learn, that 
during the past year the number of churches within their bounds has con- 
considerably increased; that great harmony prevails in their churches ; 
and that in a number of places, particularly mn the Presbyteries of Onon- 
daga, Albany, Hudson, and Jersey, there have been extensive revivals of 
religion. e further learn, that, notwithstanding these favorable cir- 
cumstances, there are yet many places, within the bounds of the General 
Assembly, where lukewarmness, and a neglect of religious ordinances 
poe and the yices of profane swearing, drunkenness, and Sabbath 

reaking exist, to an alarming degree. 

It appears, that in Massachusetts, the state of religion, in many re- 
spects, is unhappy ; but on the whole, things are encouraging. Though 
in the Commonwealth in general there is an alarming stupidity as to di- 
vine things, yet God has been pleased to bless a number of places with 
the copious effusions of his Holy Spirit. Williams College, Stockbridge, 
Haverhill, Bradford, Hadley, South Hadlev, Granby, Belchertown, Ware, 
Amherst, Monson, and some other places, we learn, have thus been 
specially distinguished by sovereign grace. It likewise appears, that very 
laudable measures are vigorously and successfully used tor the promotion 
of evangelical knowledge and the interests of Zion. Enemies of the truth 
use their efforts ; but the great Head of the church has added to the num- 
bers and graces of his people and faithful servants. Benevolent institu- 
tions are multiplied ; the Theological Seminary, and other evangelical 
colleges are blessed ; sectarians are stated to be on the decline ; mission- 
ary exertions are pursued with increasing ardor, and the friends of the 
Redeemer have occasion to thank God and take courage. A great work, 
however, stillremains to be performed. , 

The churches in New-Hampshire have not been left without a token 
for good. Several of them have been visited by the special influences of 
the Holy Ghost. Yet thousands and thousands of precious souls, in desti- 
tute parishes, are in perishing need of instruction, reformation, and reii- 
gion. There is a Bible, Cent, and Tract Society in this state, which lave 
recently been formed, and by which it is expected considerable will be 
done to promote the cause of religion. ; 

'n Vermont the ways of Zion mourn. The churches are covered with 
acloud. Special exertions are used by the Missionary, Bible, and other 
benevolent societies and institutions for the promotion of the interests of 
the Redeemer’s kingdom. But instances of religious revivals have been 
touch fewer than in years that are past. ‘Though an affectionate and in- 
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creasing union subsists between the Pastors of the flocks, yet many of the 
professing friends of Zion are unhappily disagreed. Some, in this day of 
trial and rebuke, have even apostatized from the faith. Such however as 
have passed the fiery trial, are purified and made white. There is in this 
state a broad field for missionary exertions, in which there are Many infant 
churches hungering for the bread of life. The harvest truly is great but 
the laborers are few. + : 

On the whole, it appears that the cause of religion and good morals 
have manifestly been promoted extensively the past year, and that all the 
friends to religion and good order have abundant encouragement to pray 
without ceasing, and do with all their might what their hands find to do, 
not doubting that they will reap in due time if they faint not. 


The following letter tothe churches in connection with this 
Association, on the subject of raising money to defray the ex- 
penses of Delegates to the other ecclesiastical Bodies, drawn up 
by a Committee appointed for the purpose, was accepled and ap- 
proved : 


The General Association of Connecticut, to the Church of Christ in 


BRETHREN, 


It having been found difficult to support the delegation of the General 
Association, to the severai ecclesiastica! Bodies out of the State, with 
which they are connected, we have thought proper, presuming upon your 
interest in the common cause of the Redeemer, to request your co-opera- 
tion in the manner hereafter expressed.* Should the liberality of the 
churches render contributions unnecessary for any particular. year, the 
Association will give to the churches due notice of the fact. 


Whereas, in the providence of God, the demand for able and 
faithful ministers in the church is much greater than any supply 
which can reasonably be expected, without special exertions for 
that purpose, and many vacant churches and new seltiements, 
and millions of poor heathen, must be deprived of the gospel min- 
istry. unless supplies can be provided : And, 

Whercas Female Charitable Associations, for the education of 
indigent and pious youth for the ministry, exercise a charity bur- 
thensome to none, nor interfering with other charitable purposes, 
and which brings the opportunity of efficacious charity within the 
reach of multitudes. v hose single pittance might not otherwise be 
given, or attended if given, with little effect: And, 

Whereas the combined charity of such Associations, if extend- 
ed to all the congregations in the State, might be expected to 
produce a great effect in supplying the destilute with faithful 
pastors : Therefore, 

Voied, ‘That it be earnestly recommended to the several Asso- 
ciations belonging to this Body, that they promote, by all practi- 
cable means, the formation of Female Charitable Associations for 
the education of indigent and pious youth for the gospel ministry. 

The Rev. Maltby Gelston was appointed to preach the Cencio 
ad Clerum, at the Commencement in New Haven, in Septemper 
next. 

* See Votes of the Association on the subject, page 263. 
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The following persons were appointed to certify the regular 
standing of preachers travelling from this into other parts of the 
United States, viz. Rev. Messrs. Nathan Perkins, D. D. William 
Robinson, Benjamin Trumbull, D. D. John Elliot, Joseph Strong, 
D. D. Isaac Lewis, D. D. David Ely, D. D, Moses C. Welch, 
D. D. Samuel J. Mills, Lyman Beech@ Frederic W. Hotchkiss, 
and Nathan Williams, D. D. 


The following persons were chosen receivers of money in their 
several Associations, for the treasury of the Genera! Association, 
viz. Rev. Messrs. Henry A. Rowland, William Robinson, Samuel 
Merwin, Timothy P. Gillet, Samuel Nott, Roswell R. Swan, Eli- 
jah Waterman, Ludovicus Weld, Charles Prentiss, Amos Chase, 
David D. Field, and Ephraim T. Woodruff. 


List of unsettled ministers in the State, and of licentiates from 
the several Associations, viz. Of unsettled ministers, Rev. Messrs. 
David Avery, Mansfield ; Simon Backus, Bridgeport ; David Ba- 
cou, Cheshire ; Daniel C. Banks, Trumbull ; Jonathan Bartlett, 
Reading ; Gerskom Bulkley, Middletown; Aaron Cleveland, 
Suffield ; Oliver Hitchcock, Cheshire ; Calvin Ingals, Stafford ; 
Gordon Johnson, Killingley ; William Lockwood, Glastenbury : 
William F. Miller, Windsor ; Samuel Munson, Huntington ; John 
Noyes, Weston ; Daniel Parker, Sharon; Samuel Stebbins, Sims- 
bury ; Samuel Sturges, Danbury; Zephaniah Swift, Roxbury ; 
John Taylor, Enfield ; Daniel Waldo, Suffield ; Simon Water- 
man, Plymouth ; Elijah G.. Wells, Sterling. Of liccnsed candi- 
dates, Messrs. Samuc! Backus, Canterbury ; Daniel Banks, Wes- 
ton; John Clark, Washington ; Chester Colton, Hartford ; John 
G. Dorrance, Brooklyn; Matthew B. Dutton, New-Haven ; Cor- 
nelius B. Everest, Cornwall; John H. Fowler, Guilford; Asahel 
Gaylord, Norfolk; Nathan Grosvenor, Sturbridge; Nathaniel 
Hewit, New London; Francis King, Vernon; Ammi Linsley, 
Branford ; John Marsh, Jr. Wethersfield ; Alfred Mitchel, Weth- 
ersfield; Asahel Nettleton, Killingworth ; David A. Sherman, 
New-Haven ; Joseph Treat, New-Miiford; Joseph Vaill, Jr. 
Fast-Haddam ; Hezekiah G. Ufford, Stratford; Cyrus Yale, 
Lee. 


Voted, That the next meeting of the General Association be at 
Fairfield, at the house of the Rev. Heman Humphrey, the third 
Tuesday of June, 1814, at 11 o’clock, A. M. 


an a prayer by the Rev. Joseph Emerson, adjourned, sine 
Ore, 


ELIJAH WATERMAN, 2 ¢ 
BEZALEEL PINNEO, “ 
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Means of Religious Instruction 
in the United States. 


Mr. Eprror, 


In your Magazine for July, 
you have given your Maders 
much instructive entertainment 
in the letter from Mr. Samuel 
J. Mills, Jr. respecting the reli- 
gious state of the western coun- 
try. I take the liberty to send 
you a few reflections upon that 
letter which are at your dispo- 
sal. N. 


Mr. Mixis and Mr. Scher- 
merhorn, in their late mission 
through the south-western parts 
of the United States, have per- 
formed a very important service 
to the Christian public. Their 
tour must have been laborious, 
and the greater part of it diffi- 
cult, not to say dangerous. A 
journey through the states of 
Ohio, Kentucky, and Tennes- 
see, in the winter season, is in- 
comparably more difficult and 
fatiguing, than in New-Hamp- 
shire and Vermont. To the 
care of a merciful Providence, 
by which they have been pre- 
served, their friends must be 
highly indebted. 

The letter from Mr. Mills 
gives a very interesting account 
of the religious state of the wes- 
iern country. This is a subject 
to which the attention of the 
friends of the Redeemer, and the 
frieuds of the best interests of 
our country, has not been suf- 


‘ficiently called. The exertions 


of the Missionary Societies in 
New-England in consequence of 
the limited state of their funds, 
have been confined principally, 
to the new settleinents in New- 
York, Vermont, New-Hamp- 
shire, and the district of Maine. 





In this measure they have act. 
ed upon the most correct prin. 
ciple, as the objects of charity 
most contiguous always have 
the first claim upon our atten- 
tion. In proportion to the at- 
tention which these parts of the 
new settlements have received 
from our Missionary institutions, 
their religious state has been 
made known. The _ western 
country properly so called, that 
is, that part of the Territory of 
the United States, west of the 
Allegany Mountains, contain- 
ing about one million of inhabi- 
tants, with the exception of some 
small districts, having been al- 
most wholly destitute of Mis- 
sionary labors, from this quarter, 
its religious state is very little 
known. As it was a very im- 
portant part of the design of 
Messrs. Mills and Schermer- 
horn’s mission to obtain infor- 
mation respecting the state of 
religion in the western country, 
this object seems to have heen 
constantly in view, and the re- 
sult of their exertions must be 
productive of the most benefi- 
cial effects. 

From the facts furnished by 
Mr. Mills’ letter, it appears that 
the western country is most de- 
plorably destitute of religious 
instruction, and ‘the ordinances 
of the gospel. The bible is ve- 
ry little known, the number of 
worshipping assemblies on the 
Sabbath is very small, and still 
less is the number of persons de- 
voted to the work of the Chris- 
tian ministry. Without public 
worship, the Sabbath is disre- 
garded ; without the ordivances 
of gospel instruction, family reli- 
gion and the religious education 
of children are neglected ; the 
bible is forgotten and unknowd, 
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religious books are not procured 
or read, prayer is unpractised, 
and the Saviour of the world 
js scarcely noticed with a tran- 
sient thought. 

The causes of this great des- 
titution of the blessings of the 
gospel are sufficiently obvious. 
The western country has been 
settled by emigrants from the 
older parts of the United States 
and from Europe. Itis always 
wue that a great portion of em- 
igrants to all new countries, 
wish to be liberated from all the 
bonds of religious habits and in- 
struction. And the prospect of 
such exemption is no inconsider- 
able motive to their removal. In 
addition to this, many of the set- 
tlers of new countries, who may 
have been orderly observers of 
religious institutions, have been 
such from habit, and the influ- 
ence of prevailing custom; and 
when they find themselves in 
situations where practices of this 
kind do not prevail, and where 
they cannot be maintained with- 
out effort and self-denial, their 
former habits are very easily 
laid aside. A small portion of 
the settlers of all new countries 
are the true friends of Christ. 
For the holy wisdom of heaven 
always disseminates the church, 
and a little of the salt of the earth 
is scattered abroad to prevent 
universal ruin. But there are 
jany reasons why Christians in 
new settlements do but little for 
the cause of truth. Destitute 
of gospel ordinances, destitute 
toa great degree of a knowledge 
of the general dealings of God 
with his church, their graces lan- 
guish, their affections are cold, 
their stupidity and corruptions 
tucrease, and their loved Saviour 
is almost forgotten. ‘They are 
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greatly burdened with the cares 
of life ; the necessary labors for 
a comfortable living, and for a 
desirable provision for their fam- 
ilies, are great, engaging their 
constant attention, and they find 
themselves little disposed to at- 
tend to the more important con- 
cerns of the life to come. In 
the new countries, Christians 
do not have their usual propor- 
tion of influence ; in the general 
efforts for pre-eminence which 
necessarily prevail in arn unes- 
tablished state of society, the 
virtues of the Christian charae- 
ter must be obscured. ‘Thus, 
though God has his witnesses 
in the new countries, their ef- 
forts are feeble, and their success 
issmall. Of the foreigners, who 
compose no small portion of the 
population of our western coun- 
try, some few, with strong at- 
tachments to particular modes 
and forms in religion, appear toe 
be humble Christians. But the 
greater part of them left their na- 
tive countries with the desire of 
an emancipation from all the 
bonds of social order, civil and 
religious. 

The state of the settlements 
in the western country is such 
as to render it very difficult for 
the people to procure the ordi- 
nances of divine instruction. 
The people are widely dispersed 
over extensive terrilories; most 
of the settlements are small, and 
frequently, at a distance from 
each other. Usually there are 
not more than twenty or thirty 
families, seldom more than fifty 
or sixty within a convenient dis- 
tance for public wership. Of 
this number, a considerable part, 
in many settlements the majori- 
ly, wish to have no religious 
service. 2nd no religious obser- 
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vation of the Sabbath. The 
residue are freqently attached 
to different systems of religious 
sentiments, frequently to suci 
as are very erroneous, and thus 
are unable to unite in any uni- 
form mode of Christian practice. 
Such a state of things being fa- 
yorable to the progress of error, 
errorists of various descriptions 
readily improve the opportunity 
to inculcate their favorite no- 
tions, which, however variant 
from each other, are all prejudi- 
cial to the cause of truth. Un- 
der such circumstances, it is not 
to be wondered that the correct 
ministrations of the gospel are 
very little if at all enjoyed ; that 
the ordinances of Divine truth 
are alinost unknown. The diffi- 
culty of procuring qualified 
teachers of religion, where there 
is a disposition to make the at- 
templ, is great; and the obsta- 
cies and disappointments attend- 
ing such attempts, often pro- 
duce discouragement.— The dif- 
ficulty of procuring religious 
books greatly diminishes their 
circulation. They are scarce 
and dear, the most of the peo- 
ple feel unable to bear any ex- 
pense beyond the necessarics of 
life, and no charitable or titerary 
establishments e:.courage the dif- 
fusion of religious knowledge.— 
While not a smail part of the 
people, from a want of eurly ed- 
ucation, are unable to derive any 
benefit from the use of books, a 
general neglect of those means 
of information becomes ina de- 
gree habitual with those who 
are better. abJe to improve 
them.—W ith all these obstacles 
to the propagation of religious 
knowledge, it is not to be forgot- 
ten that the western country de- 
vives no assistance from the pro- 
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visions of public law. A peo- 
ple, who have long been used to 
the aid of civil institutions for 
the support of the ordinances of 
religion,do not perceive, and can- 
not apprecinte their salutary ef- 
fects. Without the influence of 
the laws of this State, which re- 
quire that every family should 
be furnished with a bible, that 
every apprentice and every in- 
dented child, male or female, be- 
coming of age shail have a bible, 
and that the bible shall be con- 
‘tantly used as a school-book in 
common schools, it is impossible 
to say how many families in Con- 
neclicut would be destitute of 
the wordof life. With all these 
provisions, the agents and mem- 
bers of the Bible Society often 
find families who have not the 
sacred volume in their house. 
The western states, generally, 
have no laws to encourage the 
diffusion of religious knowledge, 
or the maintenance of Christian 
institutions, but rather they stu- 
diously avoid every thing of the 
kind. 

From this cursory view of the 
religious state of the western 
country, we need not be surpris- 
ed at the unfavorable facts, 
which are disclosed in Mr. Mills’ 
letter. It is rather a matter of 
pleasing thankfulness, that di- 
vine Providence has provided 
for them, against so many obsta- 
cles, such a portion of gospel in- 
struction as they appear to en- 
joy. Some particulars contain- 
ed in the letter may very prop- 
erly be noticed. In the state 
of Ohio, excepting New-Con- 
necticut, he Mites that there 
erianand 


three CongregalionaF Ministers. 
These reside in seventeen cou 
ties,of which he gives the names. 
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The counties in which there is 
no minister, of which there isa 
pumber, he observes he does not 
particularly mention. These 
counties are as large in extent 
as the counties in New-England. 
He adds, ** South of New-Con- 
necticut, few bibles or religious 
tracts have been received for 
distritution among the inhab- 
itants. The Sabbath is greatly 
profaned; and but few good 
people can be found in any one 
place.” Of the country further 
down the river Mr. Mills ob- 
serves, “ There are in the Indi- 
ana Territory, according to the 
last census, 24,520 inhabitants, 
and there is but one Presbyteri- 
an minister, Mr. Scott living at 
Vincennes. The Methodists, 
and Baptists are considerably nu- 
merous. In the Illinois Terri- 
tory, containing more than 
12,000 people, there is no Pres- 
byterian or Congregational min- 
ister” Of the largest and old- 
est of the western states, it is 
said, ** There are, in the state 
of Kentucky, as nearly as we 
could ascertain, $3 Presbyterian 
ministers, 61 churches, and 
1,200 communicants.” He men- 
tions a separate Presbytery, a 
part of which is in Tennessee, 
containing eleven ministers and 
about 1000 communicants.— 
“ The Baptists are very numer- 
ous in this state. They have 
142 preachers, 263 churches, 
and 21,660 communicants.— 
The denomination called New- 
Lights have 15 ministers, 20 
churches, and 1000 communi- 
cants. ‘There are also 6 Roman 
Catholic priests, and 12 places 
of worship.” —“ In the state of 
Tennessee, there are 22 Presby- 
terian ministers, and 45 church- 
ts. The Methodists are much 








more numerous; about 80 or- 
pamed preachers, 125 licen- 
tiates, 13,500 whites in society, 
and 500 blacks. ‘The Baptists 
have in this state a number 
of societies.” Respecting the 
Mississippi ‘T'crritory, the letter 
observes, “ There are at pre- 
sent 4 Presbyterian ministers in 
the territory, and five or six 
churches. Whole number of 
communicants 113. The Bap- 
tists have 6 ministers and 5 li- 
cenliates, about 15 churches, 
and 494 communicants. The 
number of the Methodists is 
about equal to that of the Bap- 
tists.” In the Orleans Territo- 
ry, with the exception of one 
Methodist preacher, there was 
no minister of any protestant de- 
nomination. The whole num- 
ber of Presbyterian and Con- 
gregational ministers mentioned, 
is 98. As the most of these 
have two Congregations in an 
individual charge, the number 
of congregations supplied, inclu- 
ding those supplied by candi- 
dates, will be about 200. These 
cannot be estimated to contain 
on an average more than 60 or 
70 families. Tor all those who 
do not voluntarily attach them- 
selves to a congregation, are 
considered as having no connex- 
ion with it. There are thus 
about 78000 people supplied 
with religious instruction, by 
Presbyterian and Congregational 
ministers. But this supply is 
partial, as the most of the min- 
isters preach to two diferent 
congregations.—A considerable 
number of preachers and con- 
eregations of other religious de- 
nominations are mentioned. But 
on the examination of the state- 
ment it will appear that the sup- 
eply of Christian instruction yen 
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from these is but small. The 
Baptists prevail principally in 
Kentucky. Of these it is said 
there are 142 preachers, 263 
churches, and 21,660 communi- 
cants. The greater part of 
these preachers sustain that 
character but partially, preach- 
ing or exhorting as circumstan- 
ces or a disposition may afford 
opportunity, pursuing the work 
of the ministry, not as the busi- 
ness, but merely as an occasional 
duty of life. A considerable 
part of them do not preach 
steadily on the Sabbath, and 
the greater part do not sustain 
the ministerial character on any 
other day of the week. In 
saying this, I mean no intima- 
tion concerning their moral! or 
Christian character, but merely 
to show in what sense they are 
to be considered as teachers of 
religion. Their churches have 
21,660 communicants. It is 
i well Known to be the practice of 
that denomination, particularly 
in the western country, to re- 
ceive to their communion the 
greater part of those who are 
considered as belonging to their 
congregation, including many 
youths and children. In this 
mumber we cannot reasonably 
include more than seven or 
eight thousand families. Prob- 
ably about 4.5.000 people.—T he 
Methodists are the most numer- 
ous in Teunessce. Mr. Mills 
mentions that they have about 
80 ordained preachers, 125 li- 
centiates, 13,500 whites in soci- 
ety, and 500 blacks. The most 
of these preachers are termed 
“local preachers,” 


engaged in mercantile, mechani- 
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cerns of civil life. Their cir- 
cuit preachers, which constitute 
the smaller part of their num- 
ber, are generally laborious, and 
preach much. ‘Those who 4Sre 
considered as connecting them- 
selves with this denomination, 
are received into their classes, 
or societies. Many belong to 
the classes, who are not com- 
municants in the churches. Of 
those who are said to be in so- 
ciety there are 14,000. ‘Twice 
that number of people may be 
considered about the amount of 
their connexion. The other re- 
ligious denominations are few. 
The number of preachcrs men- 
toned, besides what have been 
noticed, are 43. It is also ob- 
served there are a considerable 
number of preachers of the de- 
nominations which have been 
noticed, in different parts of the 
country, whose numbers could 
not be ascertained. According 
to the inferences which have 
just been made, the number of 
Baptists in Kentucky, and the 
number of Methodists in Ten- 
nessee. including all the people 
belonging to those denomina- 
tions, amount to 73,000. Oi 
these and the other denomina- 
tions which are mentioned, ex. 
cepting the Presbyterian, in the 
countries taken into the aceount, 
it may be concluded there are 
about as many more. About 
146,000 people who may be said 
to enjoy religious instruction. 
Yet a great portion of those who 
administer this instruction, with- 
out detracting at all from the 
purity of their intentions, must 


. 


and preach | be very indifferently qualified 
: but litile. They are generally 


for the sacred employment.— 
But few have been educated 


calor agricultural employments, | with a view to the ministerial 
and some of them in the con-’ office, and the greater part are 
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necessarily engaged in the ordi- 
nary employments of life. 

According to the census of 
1810, the States of Ohio, Ken- 
tucky,and'I'ennessee,aud the ter- 
ritories of Indiana, Illinois, and 
Mississippi, contained 976, 152 
inhabitants At the time Mr. 
Mills collected his account, the 
number must have considerably 
increased, and after deducting 
New-Connecticut, probably ex- 
ceed one million. (‘The coun- 
tries of Orleans and Louisiana, 
we do not take into the account.) 
Of this population, by the result 
of the information procured by 
Messrs. Mills and Schermerhorn 
in their laborious researches, two 
hundred and twenty-four thou- 
sand may be said to be supplied 
with Christian instruction and 
the ordinances of the gospel.— 
Yet this, as we have seen, is 
necessarily partial and imper- 
fect. Of the remainder of this 
extensive population, including 
more than three-fourths of the 
whole, the greater part occasion- 
ally hear a sermon, by casually 
falling into a place of worship, 
by the means of a Missionary, 
an itinerant preacher, or at their 
sacramental occasions, which 
are commonly public, and at- 
tended by a great concourse of 
people. Some of these have a 
Bible in their house, yet seldom 
(oes it have opportunity to pre- 
scat its heavenly truths to their 
view. But while this is the case 
with the better part of those 
who do not enjoy stated gospel 
ordinances, great numbers are, 
in all respects, without God in the 
world. 

After presenting this account 
of the religious character of the 
Western parts of the U. States, 
it may be proper, previous to 
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any particular remarks, to give 

a sketch of the external state of 

religion through our country.— 

I know of no better criteria to 

determine the religious charac- 

ter of any people than the num- 

ber of worshipping assemblies on 

the Sabbath, and the number of 

professed teachers of religion. 

According to an estimate which 

was made about a year ago, 

from a careful examination of ; 
the best lights that could be ob- ' 
tained on the subject, the num- 
ber of religious congregations in 
the United States, exclusive of 
Louisiana, including all Chris- 
tian denominations and Jews, 
was 3800. The number of pro- 
fessed preachers of the gospel 
was about 2850. The number 
of worshipping assemblies on the 
Sabbath, who meet to praise and 
pray, was estimated at 3036.— §& 
By the census of 1810, our pop- 
ulation, without Louisiana, is © 
7,142,502. There is, therefore, 
one religious worshipping assem- 
bly on the Lord’s day to 2352 
inhabitants. For though our 
population is regularly increas- 
ing, there is not an increase of 
the proportionate number of 
worshipping assemblies. In G. 
Britain and Ireland, the num- 
ber of assemblies for worship on 
the Sabbath, are as many as one 
to every eight or nine hundred 
inhabitants. In France, Spain, 
Portugal, Italy, Austria, and 
Switzerland, aside from the tem- 
porary suspensions of war, the 
number is supposed to be stili 
ereater. In Holland, Prussia, 
Denmark, and the states of 
Germany, the number is some- 
thing less, perhaps one to 1100. 
or 1200 inhabitants. The pro- 
portion in the northern king- 
dems, probably, is still less; but 
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cannnot be estimated lowerthan, served that the Church of 


oue religious assembly to 1400 
or 1500 inhabitants. ‘The events 
of war during the last year, un- 
folded a state of things in Rus- 
sia more favorable than had 
been generally believed to exist. 


Of many facts, 1 notice one on- | 
jy. ‘he number of churches | 
The | 


in Moscow was 1600. 
population of that city could 
not be estimated higher than) 
160,000, ov possibly 200,000.— 
These facts are not stated to’ 
procuce an unfavorable impres- 
sion of our native country, 
which we all love ; but that we 
aay have a correct view of our 
national religious character.— 
We have been so long in the 
practice of eulogizing our own 
country, as distinguished in all 
exceliencies, that we have im- 
bibed a variety of mistakes.— 
Our Christian standing is la- 
mentably low, such indeed as 
provekes the holy frowns of a 
righteous heaven, and such as it 
is, it ought not to be concealed. 

There is indeed a great dif- 
ference in different parts of our 
country. In Massachusetts and 
Connecticut there are as many 
worshipping assemblies on the 
Lord’s day,asthere are thousands 
of people. But it is unnecessa- 





| 


Christ is a nation’s bulwark.— 
Our statesmen may devise the 
wisest measures of human sq- 
gacity for their country’s wel- 
fare ;the executive officers of 
the laws may use evcry effort to 
resist the torrent of Corruption ; 
but if there be not faithful ser- 
vants of Emmanuel laboring to 
restore Zion’s desolated walls; 
if there be not many penitent 
' suppliants daily kneeling at the 
mercy-seat of a divine Saviour, 


‘our political watchmen will 





ry to nake comparisons.—The | s 


number of professed teachers of 
religion, in European countries, 
is generally. greater than the 
number of worshipping assem- 
blies on the Sabbath. In our 
country il is less. 

The religious state of our 
country demands the most at- 
tentive consideration of every 
friend of Zion, and every friend 
of the best interests of man.— 


watch iu vain, and our ruin will 
be remediless. 

Insome things, the aspects of 
our country are favorable, and 
afford grounds of encouragement 
and hope for the friends of Zion, 
The Missionary Societies, w hich 
have been formed within a few 
years past, to supply the desti- 
tute parts of our country with 
the blessings of the gospel, do 
not discontinue, and, generally, 
do not remit their exertions, to 
extend the knowledge of our 
common salvation. The Bible 
Societies, which are institutions 
of a more recent nature, have 
been multiptied, and are making 
vigorous and most useful exer- 
tions, for the diffusion of the 
Iloly Scriptures. It may be 
safely c: Heulated that the num- 
ber of Bibles owned in the Uni- 


| ted Stales in 1815, will be dou- 


ble the number owned ip 1810. 


| These means, which God has 


appointed for the salvation of 


/immortal beings, will never be 


wholly unattended with the di- 
vine ble ssing They will be 
made efectu: al in some degree, 
of rescuing the slaves of sin 


‘from the bondage of iniquity, 


To the readers of a Christian: 
Magazine, it need not be ob- 


aud bringing them to the enioy- 
Meut of ‘Christ. 
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The exertions which have; The part of the State of Ohio, 


been made to convey the know- 


| denominated New-Conneeticut, 


ledge and the ordinances of the | is particularly noticed in Mr. 


gospel to the western country, 
are deserving of the most hon- 
erable mention, and have been 
signally distinguished with the 
divine blessing. ‘That those ex- 
tensive settlements are not at 
this time wholly destitute of the 
blessings of salvation, is owing, 
under the divine favor, to the 
benevolent exertions of the 
friends of truth. The General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church, and the Synod of Pitts- 
burgh, acting as Missionary So- 
cieties, have sent Missionaries 
over that extensive country, and 
though their own extensive lim- 


exertions, they have ever been 
mindful of the infant settlements 
who were forming and extend- 
ing our frontiers. The western 
Presbyteries also, as they have 
been organized from time to 
time, though composed of a few 
members, and these widely sepa- 
rated from each other, have paid 
a laborious attention to the fam- 
ishing flocks in the wilderness, 
multiplying around them; and 
though able to do but little, 
have not withheld the crumbs 
of the bread of life. Individual 
ministers, of whom many that are 
pious and faithful, God has dis- 
posed to sit down in most inhos- 
pitable stations, have labored 
through extensive regions, gener- 
ally, without any compensation 
except a small pittance derived 
from the voluntary donation of 
the people. The work of God’s 
good spiritwhich overspread that 
country in 1802 and 1803, rais- 
ed up laborers for the vineyard, 
and disposed many to hunger 
and seek for the bread of life. 





Mills’ letter. He observes, “that 


_is, in my opinion, far the most 
| desirable part of the state; cer- 
| tainly as respects the moral and 
‘religious habits of the people 


living there. ‘They are far ad- 


, vanced above any country of 
equal extent and population, 


west of the mountains.” This 


_is believed to be a correct state- 
ment, and the reason of this 
\ favorable distinction is to be 
| found in the systematic and 


persevering exertions of the 


Connecticut Missionary Society 
in supplying those settlements 
its could well employ all their cae tan aakeeias 


sionaries were stationed there 
at a very early period of the 
settlement, -7>d have continued 
without interruption to the pres- 
ent time. The difference in 


the state of society, in that and | 


some other parts of the state, is 
not because of the number of 
New-England people. Other 
parts of the state have had as 
great a proportion of New-Eng- 
land settlers as that. There 
has been no time in which the 
majority of the people of New- 
Connecticut -have been natives 
of New-England. The state of 
things to which we refer is 
owig, primarily, to the bless- 
ing of God on the labors and 
the influence of Missionaries. 
They knew the benefit of sys- 
tematic regulations, of religious 
and literary establishments, and 
their exertions to put them in 
operation in those infant settle- 
ments, have been singularly suc- 
cessful. ‘he judicious method 
which the Connecticut Mission- 





ary Society have adopted, of en- 
couraging the small scttlemeuts 
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to call and settle ministers for 
such a portion of time as they 
are able, and to employ them 
for the residue of their time in 


_ Missionary service, affords a 


most powerful encouragement 
to those who are disposed to 
make exertions, and defeats the 
efforts of such as would oppose 
all gospel ministrations. There 
are now in New-Connecticut ten 
or twelve respectable and labo- 
rious ministers of Christ, that 
are settled, whereas without the 
aids of Missionary exertions, it 
could hardly have been expect- 
ed that there would have been 
any. These things show suf- 
ficiently the immensely benefi- 
cial effects which have been pro- 
duced by the Missionary efforts 
which have been made by the 
pious and liberal yeople of our 
country for fifteen years past. 
With all that is done at pres- 
ent, or that has been yet done 
in the Missionary service, the 
calls of the western country and 
of the various parts of our land, 
immensely exceed the ability 
to supply them. If the annual 
resources of all the Missionary 
Societies in the United States 
were five times greater than 
they now are, they could be 
most profitably and effectively 
employed. What a vast popu- 
jation in the western country 
are destroyed for lack of knon- 
dedge. Their destitution is in 
a great measure their own fault. 
Bet it so. The carnal mind is 
camity against God. The hu- 
inan heart loves not the gospel 
ofsalvation. Men will not seek 


jur the knowledge of that truth 


which teaches that they must 
deny ungodliness and follow 
Christ. But it must be carried 
to them, and Ie!t with God to be 





rendered effectual. Go ye, and 
teach all nations. Christ taught 
his disciples to carry the gospel 
to their fellow-sinners, to Carry 
it to their eyes, their ears, their 
consciences, their hearts, not 
waiting for them to apply for it, 
and he would accompany it with 
a divine success. 

Our country needs the exer- 
tions, and all the exertions of 
the friends of the gospel salva- 
tion, not merely in consideration 
of the needy state of the new 
settlements, but of the great 
destitution of gospel privileges 
in many of the older parts of 
the United States. In a paper 
lately addressed to the public by 
“ The Massachusetts Society 
for promoting Christian Kuow- 
ledge,” it is stated that in the 
counties of Rockingham and 
Strafford, the two oldest and 
principal counties, in N. Hamp- 
shire, “ coutaining according to 
the census of 1810, (exclusively 
of Portsmouth and Exeter,) 76 
towns, and 83,047 inhebitants, 
46 towns were, in December 
last, destitute of the public 
stated means of grace; and 
their inhabitants, 40,286 souls, 
not only precluded from the 
blessings of a regular ministra- 
tion of the word and ordinances, 
but exposed to the errors of en- 
thusiastic and false teachers by 
whom the remaining friends of 
the religion of their fathers are 
counteracted, depressed ana dis- 
couraged. Of these 46 towns, 
some have been destitute ten, 
some twenty, some thirty, some 
forty years, and in several the 
gospel ministry has never been 
statedly enjoyed.” The older 
counties in the Southern States 
are hardly less destitute of the 
knowledge and ordinances of 











1813] 


the gospel than the western 
country, of which we have giv- 
en a particular account. In- 
deed it is questionable whether 
the most popular parts of the 
states south of the Potomack, 
including all the flat country, 
are better furnished with reli- 
cious instruction, in proportion 
to their population, than the 
states adjoining the Ohio.— 
They feel a great indifference 
to the gospel of Christ, because 
they know not whatitis. Des- 
litute of the ordinary means of 
learning its nature and worth, 
they have the most inadequate 
or erroneous conceptions of its 
true character. ‘The people of 
tichmond, weeping over the 
smoking ashes of their nearest 
friends, could subscribe but 
2000 dollars for the erection of 
a Church in the fatal enclosure, 
because they knew not that the 
gospel brings effectual consola- 
tion to the afflicted. And their 
first people could speak of those 
who were suddenly consumed, 
as going necessarily to heaven, 
uct so much from adoption of 
errors, as from a want of just in- 
struction concerning the truths 
of God. Many of the southern 
planters are nen of hospitality 
aud of amiable character, and 
would afford encouragement to 
any discreet faithful minister of 
Christ. The itinerant Method- 
ist preachers are generally treat- 
ed with much Kindness. in the 


cause they are Methodists, but 
because they are ministers of 
the religion of heaven. Could 
plous and judicious ministers be 
sent as Missionaries, and direct- 
ed to fix their stations in the 
large towns and most public 
Places in the southern states, 
Vor. VI. No. 8. 
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with an understanding that they 
were to be supported from a- 
broad so far as they could not 
be from their hearers, there is 
sufficient reason to believe that 
they would in a little time rear 
and establish respectable cox- 
gregalions, and faithful evan- 
gelical churches for Christ.— 
There is every reason to believe 
that similar measures, coulil 
they be adopted and pursued 
with steadiness, would produce 
surprising effects in all the des- 
titute parts of our country, to 
the honor of God, and to the 
glorious enlargement of our Zi- 
on. For these desirable objects, 
the resources of our Missionary 
Societies are insufficient; but 
the exertions and the prayers of 
God’s people will be directed to 
this most interesting subject 
that the efforts for the restora- 
tion of our beloved American 
Israel may continually increase, 
that the salvation thereof may 
go forth as a lamp that burneth. 

In the present state of the 
Foreign Mission gone from this 
couniry, while its operations are 
necessarily embarrassed by the 
events of war, and while the re- 
sources of the Board of Com- 
missioncrs for Foreign Missions 
are amply sufficient for the pros- 
eculion of the experiment that 
is now making, it may be wor- 
thy of the cousideration of the 
several Auxiliary Foreign Mis- 
in this state, 
whether the older parts of our 
country, which are destitute of 
gospel ordinances, may not be 
very proper objects for their 
charitable attention. In all 


their efforts for the church’s 
prosperity, may the blessings of 
the Holy Spirit rest upon then. 


Qq 
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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE, 


‘The following extracts are taken 


from the Report of the Trustees of 


the Massachusetts Missionary ‘So- 
ciety, which met in Boston the 25th 
of May. 


Brethren, 


Te return of this anniversary 
brings along with it many and 
grateful impressive recollections: 
Many and precious have been our 
opportunities of meeting for the 
most interesting purposes ;—of tak- 
iny sweet counsel together, and go- 
ing tothe house of God in compa- 
ny ;—of mutually kindling and en- 
liveaing the holy flame of Chris- 
tian love ;—and of uniting our hearts 


cand hands in measures for promoting 


the kingdom of our Lord and the 
salvation of those for whom he died. 
Many have been the smiles of God 
upon our deliberations and endeav- 
ors; and great our obligations to 
ilim for the privilege granted us, 
from year to year, of doing some- 
thing, by our combined exertious, 
jor the advancement of his cause 
and the glory of his name. May 
these obligations be duly felt by us 
all ; and with one heart may we pay 
our devout acknowledgments, and 
implore the continuauce ot the Di- 
vine favor. 

[From their account of the Dlis- 
sionaries emfiloyed the last year, 
ave have selected Mr. PETTEN- 
GILL’S narrative ofiis own labors. 
It isa lively picture of the miseries 
attending this unhapifiy war.) 


Mr. Pettenzill had for several 
years been settled in the ministry at 
Champlain, a town upon the west 
side ot the lake of the same name, 
and on the Canada line: but, in 
consequence of the war, his settle- 
ment was broken up, and his peo- 
ple thrown into a state of contusion 
and dispersion. Deeply a®icted by 
the event, and earnestly desirous of 
ininistering to the spiritual instruc- 
tion and Consolation of his people in 
their distressed circumstances, and 








of thousands of others on the front- 
iers similarly situated, he came 
down and made the case known to 
some members of the Board, and 
the duty of appointing him to the 
mission appeared peculiarly clear 
and urgent. 

By the comnmunications received 
from him, it appears, that his la- 
bors in the service of the Society 
commenced about the middie ér 
August, and were continued with- 
out interruption into December ; 
and after a suspension of about two 
months, they were resumed, and 
continued until the latter part of 
March ; when finding the travelling 
extremely cifficult, and hisstrength 
much exhausted, he judged it ex- 
pedient to return to his family.— 
His whole time in the service of the 
Society was about five months. His 
labors were performed under cir- 
cumstances and amidst scenes which 
called for all the wisdom and fidelity 
of the minister of Christ; there is 
reason to belive that he was enabled 
to commend himself to every man’s 
conscience in the sight of God. 

“* My mission,” he says, “ while 
it was attended with many depress- 
ing occurrenccs, introduced me in- 
to an extensive field of labor, and 
afforded me opportunity for commu- 
nicating religious instruction to per- 
sons, ina great variety of distress- 


ing circumstances, who would oth- 


| erwise have been almost entirely 


destitute of the means of grace. 
Though prohibited by my instruc- 
tions, as weil as by a sense of duty, 
trom entering into political contro- 
versy, 1 considered it expectient to 
use my exertions to prevent cepre- 
dations and bloodshed among nelgh- 
bors, now viewed as enemies to 
one another, being divided by the 
yrovincial line. For this purpose 
| frequently passed into Canada, 
such a manner, as not to offend 
either government, and preached 
to the destitute British subjects, and 
urged them by motives of religion, 
humanity, and personal safety, to 
restrain themselves, their Indias, 
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and al! unprincipled persons, from 
molesting, under any pretext, our 
defenceless inhabitants. When it 
was practicable I held meetings 
near the line, Composed of persons 
from both sides, and endeavored 
to address them in an appropriate 
manner, and impress it upon their 
minds, that a state of war does not 
alter the law of Jehovah, which re- 
quires us to love our neighbor as 
ourselves, and to do to others, as 
we would that others should do to 
us. I prayed repeatedly with dif- 
ferent companies of the militia, and 
entreated them to enlist under the 
banner of Christ: frequently con- 
versed and prayed with the sick 
and dying ; spent considerable time 
in hospitals, conversing and praying 
with sick soldiers, and in distribu- 
ting, among such as were able to 
read, the Bibles and tracts, left in 
my care by Mr. Osgood. "The dis- 
tressed, perplexed, forlorn inhabit- 
ants—the scattered companies of 
militia, collected from destitute set- 
tlements—the loathsome hospitals, 
filled with the sick and dying, claim- 
ed particular attention. I generally 
met with cordial reception; and I 
hope that the serious addresses to 
the young, the solemn warnings to 
the impenitent, the declaration of 
the promises of the Gospel to 
mourners in Zion, and the great 
doctrines of grace to thousands of 
attentive hearers, through destitute 
settlements extending about two 
hundred miles, have by Divine bles- 
sings produced effects, in some mea- 
sure answerable to the benevolent 
design of the Society.” 


(The Trustees thus close their 
Report.) 


Tux Trustees cannot close this 
report, without expressing their 
earnest hope, that the members of 
this Society will not grow cold in 
their charity, languid in their zeal, 
or weary in well doing. The cause 
in which they are engaged is incal- 
Culably important; and the success, 
which has hitherto attended their 
elforts, is such as should inspire them 
With increased animation. The 


times we know are dark, and many 
circumstances in the state of our 
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country are depressing ; but there 
who profess to trust in the Lord, 
and to be engaged in his work, 
should never fait or be discouraged. 
While in view of the judginents 
with which the nation is visited we 
bow with reverence, humility, and 
submission, it should not be over- 
looked, that the fearful aspects of 
the times, instead of deterrmg the 
friends of Zion and of the true in- 
terests of mankind from exertion, 
should rouse them to augmented 
zeal, avd more strenuous activiiy. 
If we liftup our eyes and take an 
extensive survey of cur country, we 
shall see that the harvest truly is 
great, but the laborers are com- 
paratively few. We call curs a 
Christian land, and are accustomed 
to consider it as being eminently en- 
lightened, and biessed with religion ; 
and, to be sure, we Ca:not entertain 
too high a sense of the many and 
inestimable favors of Heaven, with 
which it has been distinguished. 
It is, however, a melancholy and 
alarming fact, that great as our 
privileges are, and kindly asthe Sun 
of righteousness has shone upon us, 
there are many thousands of peo- 
ple in these States, who visibly live 
without God in the world, and are 
really sitting in darkness, and in the 
region and shadow of death. Large 
sections cf our country, more or 
less advanced in settlement, and 
some of them even populous, are 
without the stated ordinances of 
divine worship, without Sabbaths, 
and almost without Bibles. We 
need not go to the extensive, and 
destitute regions of the South and 
West to awaken our commissera- 
tion; we may lok nearer home. 
In the District of Mainc, that im- 
portant part of our own state, more 
than two hundred towns and parish- 
es are destitute of the reguiar and 
stated ministry of the Gospel. ‘Ihe 
call for the exertions of Christian 
benevolence are solemn, urgent, 
and deeply affecting; and it de- 
serves very serious inquiry, whether 
our remissness in imparting the 
blessings of the Gospel, and pro- 
moting the cause of truth, piety, 
and virtue, among the thousands 
and millions in the Jand, who either 
willingly, or unwillingly, live with- 
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out reguiar religious instruction, 
may not be amcng the principal 
causes of that divine displeasure un- 
der which the nation is mourning 
and trembling. Great as the num- 
bers are of those who are famishing 
for tlie bread of life, the means for 
supphing them are ample; and 
were Christians to feel as they 
ought to feel, were all to be done by 
them which might be done, no part 
ef our country would long be leit 
unsuppiied. 

Let us then, beloved Brethren, 
one and all, bring this subject home 
ta our own hearts, and endeavor to 

ress it upon the hearts of others. 
Let us not shut our eyes upon the 
wants of the multitudes ready to 
perish, nor withhold ourselves from 
doing whatsoever cur hands find to 
do for their help. As a society let 
us stir up the spirit of Christian be- 
nevolence and zeal in our own body ; 
be more enlarged in our views, 
more fervent in our pravers, more 
strenuous in our exertions; and be 
always ready to co-operate with 
other similar bodies in every eligi- 
‘ble measure for advancing the com- 
mon cause. And as_ individuals, 
let us Call to mind the blood which 
was shed to redeem us, the price of 
all our hopes, and feelingly receg- 
nize our infinite obligations to Hin 
~who will have all mento be saved, 


and to come to the knowledge of 


the truth. Let us enkindle our 
hearts at his holy altar, and carry 
home the sacred fire to our friends 
and neighbors; and let us never 
cease to pray for the peace of Jeru- 
salem, or think that we have done 
enough, that we have done anv 
thing indeed, for her prosperity and 
increase, so long as any thing re- 
mains to be done. 
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British and Foreign Bible Sccic:y. 

[We impatiently wait for the Ninth 
Report of this Society, which was 
mace at the Annual Meeting, on 
the Sth of last May. in London. 
The following is taken from an 
English newspaper, and though 
not expressed in the most fit 
terms for a religious publication, 
informs us of the continued suc- 
cess of the Institution, and will 
warrant the Christian reader in 
anticipating great satisfaction 
from a more detailed account of 
the mecting. } Ep. 


Ar the Annual Meeting of this 
Society, held at Freemason’s Hall, 
Great Queen-street on Wednesday 
the Sth inst. Lord Teignmouth was 
in the Chair, supported on his 
right by the Duke of Kent, the Bish- 
op of Salisbury and other Eccle- 
siastical Dignitaries, Lord Gambier, 
Messrs. Thornton and Hoare; on 
his left by the Duke of Sussex, the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, and 
Mr. Wilberforce ; and behind there 
were many Members of both Houses 
of Parliament. His Lordship read 
with much feeling, a long and very 
interesting Report regarding the 
| powerful effects which had been 
made in the dissemination of the 
Gospel thronghout different parts of 
the Globe, which our limits will not 
allow us even to recapitulate. It 
was stated that in the course of the 
last twelve months 135,500 copies 
had been distributed, and 40,000 in 
Ireland. ‘That a similar Societv 
had been established in Petersburgh, 
under an express Ukase cf the 
kimperor, where subscriptions had 
been raiscd to the amount of 60,000 
rubles, and that monarch had per- 
sonally given 10,000. His Lordship 
also reac a list of the liberal dona- 
tions, legacies, and subscripticns 
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which had been made for the sup- | 

rt of the “ British and Foreign 

ible Society,” by all ranks and re- 
ligious denominations in different 
parts amounting to 70,000/. sterling 
35,0002. of which, much to their 
honor, had actually been furnished 
by the Auxiliary Societies through- 
out the United Kingdom. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of | 
Kent apologized for the absence of | 
his Royal Brother, York, engaged in 
urgent military duties ; and, afier | 
moving that the Report be printed 
and published, said, he was glad | 
that the fundamental ground of the | 
Society was, that the Sacred Vol- | 
ume was to be distributed without 
any annotations or comments and 
every individual left to put his own 
construction upon it. And it now 
fell to his share to perform the pleas- 
ing duty of proposing a vote of 
thanks to his Lordship, who so ably 
filled the chair, and always acted 
with a modesty inseparable from 
himself; ‘*and (said his Royal 
Highness) had I been appointed to 
that situation I should certainly have 
apoligized for intrusion. His Lord- 
ship’s exertions have deserved 
praise far beyond any that this 
meeting can confer, and I have been 
only an humble imitator of his Lord- 








ship as a fellow laDorer in the vine- 
vard.”’ His Royal Highness then 
sat dow amidst shouts of applause. 

The Bishop of Salisbury seconded 
the motion and paid a proper com- 
pliment to his Royal Highness. 

His Royal Highness the Duke of 
Sussex then rose, amidst acclama- 
tions, and said, he was proud to add 
lis applause and join in the vote ot 
thanks; that he entered warmly 
into the opinions expressed by his 
dear Relative, and might weaken 
the cause he had so ably advocated, 
it he added many words. What 
he had heard read from the Report 
[which was done by Lord Teign- 
mouth, in honest simplicity] con- 
hrmed the opinion he had entertain- 
ed of this Socicty, to which he had 
not given his name without the most 
mature deliberation. ‘The Society, 
his Royal Highness said, felt as 
erateful for the smallest subscription 
as for the greatest donation, for 


1813.] Sir Matthew Hale on the Excellency of the Bible. 817 


breast of every man.—All now as- 
sembled contributed by their fres- 
ence to that great cause going forth, 
which was ot such incalculable ben- 
efit, not only to the world at large, 
but to this country in particular ; 
and the eye of Gop must look 
down and bless the work !—* I nev- 
er have felt,” added his Royal High- 
ness, ** such an impulse of national 
pride and gratitude to the Society 


' us 1 do at this moment; and, in be- 


coming linked to such a Society, I 
consider my exertions only as a 
brotherly act."—His Royal High- 
ness then moved thanks te the 
Vice President, &c. amudst shouts of 
applause. 

Whe Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer addressed the Meeting: as did 
also Mr. Wilbertorce, who remark- 
ed in his speech, that aithough the 
Chancellor had changed his place, 
he had not changed his ofinion of 
the Society. Others addressed the 
Mecting at great length,amidst thun- 
ders of applause from an im mei:se 
assemblage. 

It is impossible to do justice to 
the humility and urbanity which 
was exemplified in the conduct of 
the Royal Dukes, and to the gener- 
al unanimity and co-operation dis- 

layed on this interesting occasion 

i all ranks and persuasions, To 

every similar Institution we have 

only to say ‘‘ Go thou and do like- 
wise !”" . 
—s7Ie- 


Sir Matthew Hale on the Excel- 
lency of the Bible. 


*¢ As the rule to attain our chief 
end, must come from God; and as 
the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament are the word of God ; 
so we say, that these Scriptures are 
the rule, and the only rule, to attain 
our chief end. Good books of other 
men, good education, good sermons, 
the determinations of the church, 
are good helps; but there is no oth- 
er rule but this. It is by this rule 
that we must try other men’s books 
and sermons, yea the very church 
itself. Thus the Bereans tried the 
doctrine of the Apostles themselves, 
by the Scriptures which they then 





Christian charity ought to be in the 





had, and are commended for it 
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And Peter prefers the evidence of | 
the Scriptures before a voice from 
heaven.* And Christ himself ap- 
eals to the Scriptures, to justify | 
imself and his doctrine.t And if | 
the Scriptures be the only rule, 

“1 Then, not a natural con- 
science, especially as the case now 
stands with mankind; for this is | 
many times corrupted and _ false | 
principled, puts good for evil, and 
evil for good. Jt is, and may be, a 
great help, guide, and direction, not | 
a perfect rule. 

‘© 2. Then, not the writings and 
traditions of men: God, that ap- | 
points the ends and means, must be | 
the discoverer of the means of our | 
salvation. | 

“3. Then, not pretended revela- 
tions: those may be men’s imagina- | 
tions, or the devil’s delusinns; to | 

revent and discover which, God 

ath set up this great and standing 
revelation of his Scriptures. 

«4, Then, not the church: for 
that may err; and it hath no way 
to evidence itself; but by the Scrip- 
tures, which are its foundation. 

‘The business of man’s salva- 
tion is of that importance, and the 
wisdom of God so great that he will 
not commit so weighty a matter to 
such uncertain rules as these, but 
hath provided one of his own ma- 
king, the Holy Scriptures.” 





oo 


Daily resolutions of J. C. Lavater, 
an eminent and picus Clergyman 
in Switzerlant. 


“ T will never, either in the morn- 





img or evening, proceed to any busi- 
ness, until 1 have first retired, at 
least for a few moments, to a pri- 
vate place, and implored God for 
his assistance and blessing. 

** J will neither do, nor undertake 
any thing, which I would abstain 
from doing if Jesus Christ were 
standing visibly before me ; nor anv 
thing of which I think it possible that 
J shall repent in the uncertain hour 
of mv certain death. I will, with 
the Divine aid, accustom mvself to 
do every thing, without exception, 


—— 


* 2 Peter i.18, 19. {John v. $9. 








in the name of Jesus Christ, and as 
his disciple ; to sigh to God contin- 
ually for the Holy Ghost ; and to 
preserve myself in a Constant dispo- 
sition for prayer. 

“Every day shall be distinguish- 
ed by at least one particular work 
ot love. 

“‘ Every day I will be especially 
attentive to promote the benefit and 
advantage of my own family in par- 
ticular. 

“1 will never eat or drink so 
much as shall occasion to me the 
least inconvenience or hindrance in 
my business; and between meal 
times (a morsel in the evening ex- 
cepted,) I will abstain as much as 
possible from eating and from wine, 

*¢ Wherever I go, I will first 
pray to God that I may commit no 
sin there, but be the cause of some 
good. 

I will never lay down to sleep 
without prayer, nor, when I am in 
health, sleep longer than, at most, 
eight hours. 

“I will every evening examine 
my conduct through the day, by 
these rules, and faithfully note down 
in my journal how often I offend 
against them. 

**OQ God ! thou seest what Ihave 
here written. May I be able to 
read these my resolutions every 
morning with sincerity, and every 
evening with joy and the clear ap- 
probation of my conscience.” 


—  7Dto— 


It is reported that Mr. Rice, an 
American Missionary to the East is 
at St. Salvador, in Brazil, waiting 
for a cartel to return to this coun- 
trv. 
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INSTALLATIONS. 


On Wednesday, the 7th of July, 
was installed the Rev. WALTER 
KING, (late of Norwich Conn.) over 
theChurch and Congregation in Wil- 
liamstown, (Mass ) The introduc- 
tory prayer was offered by the Rev. 
Mr. Dorrance, of Windsor. Rev. 
Dr. Hyde, of Lee, preached the 
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Rev. Mr. Shepard, of | Sermon on the occasion by the Rev. 


Lenox, offered the consecrating | Stephen Gano, of Providence ; con- 


prayer. 


Rev. Mr. Packard, of | secrating praver by the Rev. Rufus 


Sheiburne, gave the charge. Rev. | Babcock, of Colebrook ; charge by 
Mr. Marsh, of Bennington, gave | the Rev Asahel Morse, of Suffeld ; 
the right hand of fellowship. And | right-hand of fellowship by the 
the Rev. Mr. Jennings, of Dalton, of- | Rev. Jonathan Goodwin, of Mans- 


iered the concluding prayer. The 
exercises throughout were appro- 


field, and concluding praver by the 
Rev. Eliada Biakesly, of East Hart- 


priate, and uncommonly interesting. | ford. 


The solemn delight and satisfaction, 
beaming from the countenances of 
alarge assembly, were calculated 
to impress the heart deeply, and in- 
spire a cheering hope that a divine 
blessing might rest upon the solem- 
nities or the occasion ; anc upon this 
part of the Vineyard of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. 


INSTALLED, in New-York, Rev. 
Mr. MATTHEWS, as pastor of the 
Duich Church, in Garden-street. 
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ORDINATIONS. 


On Wednesday the 16th June last, 
Mr AmasA Loomis, Jr. of East- 
Windsor, was ordained to the pas- 
toral office over the church and con- 
gregation of New-Salem Society in 
Colchester. The introductory pray- 
er, by the Rev. Salmon Cone, of 
Colchester ; Sermon by Dr. William 
Lyman, of Haddam; _ consecrating 
prayer by the Rev. Zebulon Fly, of 
Lebanon ; the charge to the Pastor, 
by Dr. Joseph Strong, of Norwich, 
and the charge to the People by the 
Kev. Samuel Nott, of Franklin; the 
right-hand of fellowship, by the Rev. 


ORDAINED, in Palmyra (N. Y.) 


Rev. Hippocratkés Rowk : Ser- 


mon irom 2 ‘lim. iv 


ORDAINED, in Whitesborongh, 
(N. Y.) Rev. Joun Frost. Sermon 
by Rev. Dr. Backus, President of 
Hamilton College, from Isa. lviii. 1— 
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OBITUARY. 


DiEpD,—In Bennington, Hon. 
MoszEs Roginson, aged 72, for- 
merly Governor of Vermont. 

In Hardwick, (Ms.) Rev. Davip 
BATES, pastor ot the Baptist Socie- 
ty in Dana, aged 52. 

In Exeter, (N. H.) Hon. WiL- 
LIAM PARKER, aged 82. 

In New-Haven, JAMES MERRI- 





MAN, Esq. Brig. Gen. 2d, Brig, 
Con. Militia, aged 52. 
In Middleburgh, (N. J.) Rev. 





Joun M. Van HARLINGEN, Pro- 
| fessor of the Hebrew Language and 
| Church History in the Theological 
| Seminary of the Dutch Reformed 
| Church of North America. 

In Holliston, Rev. Tirmoruy 


Nathaniel Dwight, of Westches- | Dickinson, aged 52. 


ter ; and the conciuding prayer, by | 


the Rev Hubbell Loomis, of Wil- 
lington. 


At Buntzlaw, in Prussia, the 28th 
| April, the celebrated Russian Gen- 
| eae > SuTUSOFF SMo- 
feral Prince KutusorrF Smo 


_ The Society, on account of divis- | LEnxso, aged 70—One of the most 
ion and other circumstances, has, | renowned warriors of the age. 


for about sixty years, been destitute 
of the sacred ministry and ordinan- 
Ces of tlie Gospel. 





On the 16th of June last, at the 
Raptist Meeting House, in Hartford, 
Was ordained to the work of the 
Ministry, Mr. Miisua CusuMan. 


In Prussia, AuGustus FERDI- 
NAND, Prince of Prussia, son of 
Frederick Wiliam I. and great un- 
cle of the present reigning King, 
aged 83. 

In Pulteneyville, (N. Y.) Rev, 
DavEeNnpoRT PHELPS, aged 58. 

In Boston 8th July, De, SHIRLEY 
ERVING. 
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In Providence (R.1.) Hon. Joun 
DorRANCE, aged 66. 

At Niagara, 6th of June last, Dr. 
SAMUEL SCOFIELD, one of the 
Surgeons of the Department for 
that District, aged S60. 

In Franklin county, (Penn.) Rev. 
Dr. Joun KiNG, aged 73. 

In Isle of France Mrs. NEWELL, 
wite of Rev. Mr. Vewell, one of 
the Missionaries which went from 
Salem to Calcutta, in Ship Cara- 
van. 

In Baltimore, Hon. Jonnx Scort, 
Chief Justice of the Court of Oyer 
and ‘Terminer for Baltimore Coun- 
ty. . 

"hs Augusta, (Maine;) on the 9th 
ult. Mr. JouN GILLEY, at the ad- 
vanced age of 124 years! 

On board the United States fri- 
gate Chesapeake, the 6th of June 
Jast, JamES LAWRENCE, Esq. 
Captain of that frigate, aged about 
30; leaving an amiable and berea- 
ved widow, and three infant chil- 
dren to the protection of Heaven, 
and the gratitude of his Country. — 
Fvery page of our Naval annals 





bears record to his gallantry, scj. 
ence, genius and humanity. 

In Halifax, 13th June, of the 
wounds received in the action with 
the Shannon, AuGustTus €. Lup- 
Low, first Lieut. of the Chesapeake 
frigate, aged 21.— 

On board the Chesafecke, during 
the action with the Shannon, Wi, 
LIAM A. WHITE, aged 26, Sailing 
Master—a native of Rutland, (Ms.) 

Also, in the same action, Jamrs 
Broome, Ist Lieutenant of Ma- 
rines, three midshipmen, and forty- 
three officers and seamen beside 
those above named. 

At Richmond, (Vir.) Gen Jamxs 
Woop, an officer of the revolution- 
ary war, and a member of the ex- 
ecutive Council in that State. 

At Geneva, (N. Y.) the Rev. Jep- 
IDIAH CHAPMAN aged 72, in the 
fifty-second yearof his ministry — 

At Wethersfield, Juiy 23d, Rev. 
JosHuA BELDEN, aged 89.—Some 
Memoirs of this venerable father 
in the Church will afificar in our 
next number. 
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July 12. From Rev. Nathan B. Derrow, collected in New 


Settlements, - - - 
14, From Oliver Hill, - - - 
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